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To THE 


R E A D E R. 


1 Bed E ſolnoing Pagis are a Tranſlation : 
bl of ai excellent little Treatiſe, uriiten 

Wl ſome time bejore in French, and re- 
S printed in the Tear 1685, by Mr. 

Syiv.iire Du Four, intitled, Inſtruction Moral 


d'un Pere a ſon Fils qui part pour un long 
Voyage; ou, Manicre Aiſce de Former un 


Jeune Homme a toutes ſortes de Vertus; 
which little Book falling accidentally, and I have © 


. thought providentially, into my Hands, ſoon after 
the Death of my ewn Father, to whoſe Exampiz 


and Inſtruction, when alive, I owe, next to the 


| Grace of God, that I am what I am, a Member, 


an unworthy one, of Chriſt's Church Militaat on 


Earth, and an Aſpirer to a Memberſvip of his 


Church Triumphant in Heaven : The Loſs of 


uch a Father was extreamly great, and the 
greater, as he left me but young, tho under the 


Care of a wiſe and good Mother ; but applying 
this Book to myſelf, written in his Spirit and 
Manner, and agreeable to his Sentiments and 
Advices, I read it over and over, and endea- 
wour'd to live it over too, that J might in ſome 


degree by ſuch an Help, appro ve myfe If the very 


Son 


„ 
Som of ſuch a Father ; and now it having plea- 
ſed God to give me a Son of promiſing Hopes, 
good Abilities, aud well diſpoſed, whoſe Studies 
are employed in Claſjital Learning, which I am 
not willing yet awhile io intermix with French, 
1 have for his Uſe ſet about this Work, which I have 
taken the liberty to fit and adapt, mutatis mu- 
tandis, to his particulur Circumſtances, ſo that 
it is rather a free, than a literal Tranſlation, 
The Introductory Letter is moſtly own, and ſome 
parts of the Bock are ſo too, aud others alter d; 
wherein I fear I have injured the well-meaning 
Author, but with a Deſign of doing good to my 
Sor, for whoſe Uje alone, and not for the Pub- 
lick, was this at firſt deſien'd : However, fince J 
have been prevail'd on to ſend it to Preſs, if any 
one ſhall receive Benefit by it, it will greatly add 
20 my Satisfaition, who am not only a Mel 
wiſher to my oun, but to all Mankind, 


nal 


Moral In fractions 


* 0 * H: 


Father O Ads vice £0 a Son. 


285 e Chi Id, 


OU know you have been my g great 
Care ever fünce you was Born, a 
well as your dear Mother's; and 
as there are few Parents who: can 


have more promiſing Hopes, and more en- 
3 


couraging Expectations of a Child than we, 


ſo there are few Children can have been more 


carefully and tenderly brought up than you, 


for whilſt we have from time to time been 
inſtilling Principles of Religion and Virtue 


AQ into 


=O 


(2) 


into your infant Mind, and inculcating, upon 
you a Senſe of yout Duty to (op and us, we 
have been N 7 mindful of our own Duty, 
as Parents, to {50D ana you, and have always, 
as far as in us lay, ma ade your real and eſſen- 
tial Good, the Rule and Meaſure of our Deal- 
iags with you; and at the fame Time that 
we have preſſed upon you the Apoſtle s In- 
ſtruction to Children, to obe their Parents in 
the Lorp, we have not forgot! 138 Direction 


0 uU „ nc, 19 Provoke our CENA to Wrath, 


leſs i hey be difcout aged, You are now arr ived 
at an Age © capable of judging, of theſe Things 
raurfelf, and now that you are juſt la aunching 
out into a dangerous World, m ; Cares for you 
are many and great, tho? my Dependence up- 
on you, thro? "Gon? s aſſiſting and preventing 
Grace, is not timid nor weak : It was from 


the good Opinion I entertain'd of you, rather 
155 wa, the Place itſelf, and not till I thought 


h. 1 proved your Temper and Inclination, 
that I {ent you tome Time ago, (after the belt 
private Education I could give you) to==—-a 

eminary of good Learning, but according to 

vulgar Opinion, (1 hope a 1 miſtaken one) of 
Vice too; z eſpecially t the Foundation, upon 
which, notwithſtanding, having better Hopes, 
and confiding in you, alſiſted by the Grace 


of Gop, (which 1 pray may accompany. 


you]; as Well with mine as your own Inclina- 
tion, and rather by your own Induſtry and 
Merit 


(3.3 


Merit, than any Intereſt I could make, you 
have been, with Credit and Applauſe, not 
Jong ſince admitted: And here, as I cannot * 


EY rlonally. preſent with you, I would 


ſomething into your Hands that ſhould a 
always by you, to warn you ever and anon of 
that Enemy, who is conſtantly upon the 
watch, to ſow Tares among the Wheat, which: 
nay chock the good Seed which has been care-. 
full) ſown in you. This Enemy has many 
Agents and Sollicitors, within and without 
us; Our OW depraved A felons are his Abet- 
tors within us, and Evil Men, by their evil 


Examples, Temptations and Influences, bis 


Miniſters without us; and poſſibly there may 


be not a few among your Number; but my 
Son, when Sinners entice Thee conſent J. hou Not s 


do you, as many have, keep yourſelf Inno- 
cent, by keeping; out of the Way of ſuch, elſe 
you will as hardly eſcape their infection, 3.4: 


Man that takes Fire into his Boſom ſhall eſcape 


being burned. The Devil well knows this is 


his Secd-Time, whilſt your Mind is young 


and tender, and capable of his Impreſſions ;- 
but ſuch a Mind, like Ground that has been 
newly broken up, is a fine Soil for Virtue, as 


well as Vice, and well cultivated v7// Page 


an hundred fold: This Huſbandman, the 
Devil, never neglects his Opportunity; let 
us therefore be vigilant to counterplot him, 


and let us remember for our Comfort and 
4 Encou- 


| 
f 
| 
; 


(4) 


Enccuragement, that He that is with us, 
greater than he that is with them. TT 
have not only choſen to be brought up to 
Literature, but ſeem alſo to intend to turn 
Four Studies to Divinity; now, tho? I ſhalt 
leave you to determine, that as you ſhall like 


hereafter, yet I will tell you, that I ſhall not 


be a little pleaſed if you continue in the ſame 


Mind; and this may furniſh another Reaſon 


WW excite the greater Vigilance, as the Devil 
may be more Induſtrious to ſeduce you, as 


ſceing in your preient good Diſpoſition, a 


likelihood that you may one Day fo manage 


the Spiritual Weapons, as to weaken his King- 


dom, and draw many off from being his Fol- 
lowers and Subjects. It has pleaſed Gop to 
give us, in you, a Child of a ſweet and teach- 
able Temper, with a fine Capacity, this 1s 
your Fortune, and a better than the Riches of 


this World can purchaſe; and what it has not 
pleaſed Gop to beſtow on me of Ability to 


give you an Inheritance, He has abundantly 


made up to you, in a Capacity to get one; 
and always an acquired, is better than a be- 
queathed Inheritance, It was with this View 


that I ventured you thus abroad, that you 


might come into the World with all Advan- 
tages for Learning and Intereſt, and if you 


make the Uſe and Improvement, | hope and 


expect from you, by a cloſe Application to 
your Studies, as one that knows you have no- 


thing 


. 
thing elſe to depend upon. The Devil wilt 
ſeldom find you at Leiſure for his Tempta- 


tions, and, as he never dares to come where 


GoD 1s, ſo if your Mind be full of Gop and. 
good Things, you ſhall be ſafe in the midſt. 
of Danger. You are now, as 1t were, gone 
from me into the World, but take this Monte 
tor, this Guide of your Youth, along with. 
you. You have choſen a bctter. Path, the 
Path perhaps to Honour ; yet you know L 
could have kept you at Home, and made 
you, in few Years, capable of taking the 


Burthen and Weight of Buſineſs off your Fa- 
ther; but no Conſideration of my own Eaſe, 


or Indulgence, could prevail with me to do it 


as thinking, 1 in the Way you are in, you may 
make a better Figure in the World, meet v. ith 


fewer Rubs and Difappei. atmente, or elſe learn. 
to bear them better ; be more uſeful to your” 
Country, your Friends, and yourſelf, and as 


a ſure Conſequence, the greater Comfort 
imaginable to your Parents, who may cone 
with Joy, and not with Sorrow, to our Graves, 
if we ſhould leave you, (for whom therefore 


we have ſpared nothing) as another Father to 
our other Children, and more ch. ian Brother to. 


the! IX. 


doubt not but the Praycrs and Pleſſings 


of Parents arc b wertul, to bring down Biel. 


ſings upon their C ildre and therefore I: 
fall not. ceaſe to beg of Gon to bleſs you, 
| A en; Th 
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in 0 Soul, your Perſon, and. your Aﬀairs ; 


and I have thought it incumbent upon me, 
fince your Admitrance upon the Foundation, 
on wu! ME. firſt Step your future Walking will 
depend; and to ſatisfy my Inclination and 
m/ Dory. not to let you go from me without 
ſending with you a Body of Inſtructions, 
Wich may ſeive to regulate your Manners, 
and which may be to you, as ſo many con- 
vincing Proofs of my Aﬀection for you, as 
well as Springs of Happineſs in the ſpiritual 
and ſocial Life, if you apply them, as I ex- 
hort and command, or otherwiſe they will be- 
come irreproachable Witneſſes how well I 


have acquitted myſelf of my Duty, if un- 
happily, you ſhall te failing in yours. 


In ſayir &, my Son, that the Inſtructions 1 


am about to give you, are the Effects of my 
Inclination and my Duty, I may ſcem not to 


have placcc my Words in the Order of Rea- 
ſon, which would direct me to put Duty be- 
fore Inclination,. the firſt being an Engage- 
ment of Reaſon, the latter only an Inſti: NY of 


Nature, from the tender Inſpirations of the 


309d 3 but I yeild to the common Waeakneſs 
of Fathers, and would fain make you ſenſiÞ!:, 
that in the Sequel, I have ſuſfered myſ ra- 
ther to be moved by the tendereſt ection, 


khan by any Severity, Wien th. Quality of 
Father might allow me. 


it 


9 * 


 Aﬀairs. 


my ſelf to be as et as poſſible, 


thod propoſed, 
Spirit, to inſpite my Mind With Thoughts 
ſuitable to the Grcatneſs of the Und ertaking, 
gracious Goodneſs, With 
Bifpcfitions to put Theſe Rules and Advices: 


temporal, 


(7) 


It is not without a Meaning, my Son, that 


I told you I prayed for the Fleſfings of Hea- 


ven upon Jour Soul, your Perſon, and your. 


The Order of the Words refers to 
the ſeveral Duties wherein I would inftru& 


you, and from which you muſt not depart; 
I range them under three Heads, Spiritual, 


Perſonal, Social or Civil. By the Firſt, I ſhall. 


teach you what you owe to Gop ; by the 


Second, what you owe to yourſelf, and by the 


Third, 


Points through their whole Extent, . 
that Length, that their. Importance deſerves. 


what you owe to your. Neighbour, 
but, now, if I ſhould attempt to carry theſe 
and to 


Inſtead of a few Pages which J intend you, T: 


might find Matter for many Volumes, Which, 


a8 it 18 beyond my Intention, ſo would it ex- 
d 2 > ] > it [| {} [1 nt 7 ; 
cecd my Powers; wherefore 14H content 


Th 1e W ic | 


Man fums up all, in fearing Gop, and fcb. 


ing his Con randments, But purſuing the Me- | 


„by his Holy. 


I pray Gep 


and you, . by His 


in Practice, to tlis Glory, your own Eterna! 
Salvation, my preſent Comfort, and you: 


\ 65 a anc 


2 2. . - — 


as well as ſpiritual Advantage. 1 
begin theſe Inſtructions with the ſame. Words - 
hich almoſt begin that noble Syſtem ; of Piety” 


> 


A 


e e 
and Morality, the Divine Proverbs of Solomon. 
My Son, hear thy Father*s Inſtruction; and L M \ 

know I need not uſe many Arguments to en- 1 q 
force the next Words, And deſpiſe not the Lat I: 1 
of thy Mother, of thy Mother, whoſe anxious 1 

and pious Cares you have experienced, who = 
has ſacrificed her Health, her Eaſe, and every 
thing, to the good of her Family; and who, 1 
to thoſe Difficulties, wherewith it has pleaſed 


Gon to exerciſe us, has ſubmitted with unex- | | 
ampled Merit and Conſtancy. The Sacred tg 
Writings in many Places, beſides the Books o ß 

Solomon, inculcate the Duty of Children to- 
Mothers, as well as Fathers, and Sons eſpe- 
cially ; the Tenderneſs of Mothers running more 
generally to them, to ſhew their equal Duty 

to both Parents; and when Solomon lays, A "3 
-wiſe Son maketh a glad Father he adds, But a 
fooliſh Son is the Heavineſs of bis Mother : Thee 
Paſſions of the tender Sex being generally _ 

ſooner and more ſenſibly affected, and moſt apt 

To take to Heart the Follies 1 Miſconducts 
of the Child, and its Misfortunes conſequent 
thereupon. The Pains of becoming a Mo- 
ther, and the numberleſs Cares, which, in the 
Infancy of the Child exerciſe, this tender Pa- 
rent, the Endearments which ſhe beſtows up- 
on it, and not only the hearing, but forbear- 
ing; and bearing its little Frowardneſſes, 
watching and teaching , entitling her to all i} 
885 Returns of Duty and Affection; and 

when = 
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(9) vs 
when the Spirit of God, (it isworth Notice) 
would expreſs the Love of God towards us, in 
the moſt moving and affecting Manner, he bor- 
rows his Similitude from a Mother's Affection 
to her Son, Can a Woman forget her Sucking 
Child, that ſhe ſhould have no Compaſſion for the 
Son of her Womb ? Thus much I thought pro- 
per to urge and preſs upon you, in this Place, 
(becauſe I may in the Sequel, ſpeak moſtly in 
the Singular Number) and if your Mother 
and you ſhould ſurvive me, as I pray God you 
may, I hope you will, by your conſtant Duty 


and Aſſiſtance, be both Huſband and Son to 


her, .and this will well become the facred and 


honourable Function you are fitting yourſelf _ 
for; and as Solomon ſays, Let her that bare 
Thee rejoice of Thee,and deſpiſe not thy Mother 
ohen ſhe is old; ſo, may the Bleſſings of the 


Fifth Commandment attend my Son. 
OO the Duty you owe 10 GOD. 


You have been taught, my Son, in your 


Infancy, that Gop ſent you into the World 


to know, that is, to acknowledge, and ſerve 
Him. Theſe two Obligations, under which 
you was born, anſwer to two of the Faculties 
of the reaſonable Soul, the Underſtanding and 


the Will; but our Underſtandings are too 


narrow and ſhort to arrive at a perfect Know- 


ledge of Gop, and our Wills ace too much 
depraved, to be able to ſerve Him as we ought, 


_ Theſe 


Cr) 


Theſe. Impediments, which ſpring out-of the 
Corruption of. our Nature, ought not, how- 


ever, to diſcourage you, GOD will not put 
ou the ſmoaking Flax, nor break the bruiſed 
Reed; He will accompliſh his Strength in our 


Weakneſs, He will ſupply. our Defects, and 
aid our Inabilities, and knowing that we can- 


not aſcend up to him, He has graciouſly been ; 


pleaſed to deſcend to us; He does not only 
by his Word and Works impreſs a Senſe of 
His Majeſty upon our Minds, of which we 


could not otherwiſe form right Conceptions, 


but by. the Operations of His Holy Spirit; 
He reſtrains our Wills, and cauſing them to 
Incline to what naturally they would not; He 


makes us, by a kind of Holy Violence, which 
we cannot eaſily reſiſt, both to will and to ⁰ 


W His good Pleaſure. 


Read this Word, my, Jen; a8 frequently as 
poſſible, but read it With Reverence and At- 

5 tentionʒ it is the Voice of Gop, 
Reading the this ought to infpire you with 
Word of God. that. revereniial Awe I am ex- 

horting you to; it is for your 


kreten in the Things of Gop, and this 


ought to engage you to that ſolemn Attention 


which I recommend to you, — Preſcribe. to 
yourſelf ſtated Hours for this Holy Exerciſe... 
two at leaſt, every. Lord's Day, and one every 
other Day of the W eck ; let no Conſideration . 


break in upon this Duty. The chief Buſineſs 
| | 1 


\ 
43 
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1 you have to do in this World, is to take Care 


of your Salvation, rather neglect all other 
Sundern than thoſe of your Soul; let neither 
the Intereſts, nor the Pleaſures of this Earth 
make you unmindful of thoſe of your heaven- 
ly Country; The World paſſeth away and the 
Tuſts thereof; bit he that doeth the Will of GOD. 
abideth for ever, you may learn what this Will 


of Gop is, in his Holy Word, contained in 
the Sacred Scriptures z but to what will this 
Knowledge of Gop's Will ſerve, but to make 


you more criminal, 1f you make it not the 
whole Endeavour of your Life to conform 


_ thereto; That Servant who knows his Maſjter*s 


Will, and does it not, ſhall be beaten with many 


mere Stripes than be that is ignorant of it : But 
Ignorance that is wilful, either from Indif- 


ference, Lazineſs, or becauſe you deſire not to 
know to and do this Will, can never leſſen the 
Number. Labour therefore to know your 


Duty, and work out your Salvation with Fear 


and Trembling; but as all that Labour ſhall 
be in vain, if Gop co-operate not with you, 
to the Performance of that which He requires, 


be inſtant with Him for his Grace and Affi 


tance, It is no ſmall Favour that He eonde- 
ſcends to ſpeak to us, to this, He has never- 


thelefs added another, in His Holy Word, 


which. is ſtill more and greater, in that He 5 

not only permits us to ſpeak to Him by our 

Prayers, but has promiſed to hear us by His 
Mercy. 


. — = 
ey 


"Ta 3 


Merey. Call upon me, ſays Gob, in thy Trouble, 


and 1 will deliver Thee out of thy Diſtreſs. 
Pray to Gop then, my Son, but pray 
Prayer, to Him with Fervency and Confi- 


dence, for Gop loves not the cold and 
languid no more than the diffident; be im- 
portunate with Him, that He will accom- 


pliſh in you, by His almighty Power, that 


which He requires of you; never tire in this 


Holy Exerciſe ; beg Him that He would 
draw you, that you may run after Him; be- 
feech Him with Earneſtneſs, that the ans; 
powerful Voice with which He warns you to 

come out of the Pit of Deſtruction, into 
which your Sins have cait you, ay ſpeak you 

but; theſe are the Violences which. force the 


Kingdom of Heaven. Imitate Jacob, who, 
by an Holy Obſtinacy, obtained the Bleſſing; 


your Cares, your Prayers and Travail, will 
be in vain, without this Bleſſing ; Unieſs the 
Lord build the Houſe, their Labour is but loft 


that build it. Begin and end the Day with 


ſolemn Prayer; be ſure never fail of your 
Morning and Evening Sacrifice; and if you 


would obtain that Which you pray for, let 


your Heart pray rather than your Mouth, 
pray rather taro* Devotion than Cuſtom, Ne. 
gin your Prayer wita Joy, purſue it with 
Pleaſure, and finiſh not but with Concern to 

| be obliged to leave it fo ſoon; but above all, 
that this Beginning, this Progreſs, and this 
Ending, 


Pc ccc a a 


(13) 
; Ending. be without wandring and Diſtrac. 
1 tion z chace away the Birds which would 
trouble your Sacrifice; that is to ſay, keep 
out of your Mind, as much as pcſlible, alt 
Thoughts which may diſtract your Devotion. 
To pray to Gop without Attention, is not to 
pray to, *tis to affront Him, tis rather a Sa- 
crilege than a Sacrifice, The little Inclination 
that we naturally have ſor heavenly Things, 
renders this Attention ſome what difficult; 
but it is nevertheleſs certain, that thereon, in 
great Meaſure, depends the Succeſs of our 
Prayers, for God cannot anſwer our Prayers 
unleſs He hear them; and how do we think 
 Gop: ſhould hear us, unleſs we can hear our- 
ſelves; May not Gop, on ſuch Occaſions, 
apply to us what he ſaid heretofore to the 
Fews ? This People draw near me with their 
Mouths, and praiſe me with their Lips; whilſt 
their Hearts are far from me : Judge therefore, 
my Son, if we have not good Reaſon to be 
careful to apply thoſe Means, which may pro- 
cure us this Attention. I ſhall mention ſome, 
the Uſe whereof, I judge, will be very advan- 
tageous, which therefore you: muſt by no 
means neglect. 

| We may pray to Gop in all Places, but all 
| Places are not equally proper for Prayer; when 
; You pray, lays our bleſſed Saviou, enter into 
Jour Cloſet, and having ſhut the Door, pray to 
I | Jour Father in Secret. This Advice, Which 


de 


C14) 
the Saviour of the World gives us, in reſpect 
to our Prayers, teaches us to retire from the 


World for Prayer; and fo far from making 
our Prayers Matter of Notice, or Oſtentation, 
we muſt pray in ſecret, which our Divine 
Teacher has not only preſcribed, but confirmed 


by His own Example; but juit before this 
Precept given to his Apoſtles, He ſays, NMpen 


ye pray be not as the FTypocrites, for they love 10 


pray flanaing in the Synagogues, and at the 


Corners of the Streets, that they may be feen of 


Men. 

According to theſe Inftruations when you 
pray, retire yourſelf apart; but going to an 
Exerciſe which obliges you to fly the World, 


ſee that you carry not the World along with 


you. Follow not the Example of Rachel, 


Who, going out of her Father's Houſe, took 
the domeſtick Gods, the Objects of. ber Ido 


latry, along with her; rather imitate Elijab, 
who being carried up to Gop in a Chariot of 
1 threw down his Mantle, that he might 

have nothing Terreſtrial about him. Draw 


not nigh hither, put off thy Shoes from off thy n 


Feet, for the" Place whereon thou ſtandeſt is Holy 


f Ground ſaid Gop to Maſes, from the midſt 
of the burning Buſh ; this ſame Voice you 


may conceive addreſſes itſelf to you, every 


time you retire for Prayer. The Place where- _ 


in you are is ſanctified by Gop's Preſence, put 


off Pour Shoes 2 that you pollute it not, 


that 
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that is to ſay, diveſt yourſelf of all carnal and 
worldly Thoughts, go out of Sodom without 
ever turning your Eyes back upon it, and 
with this Holy Diſpoſition, proſtrating your- 
ſelf before Cop; before you begin your De- 
votion, allow ſome time to refle@ upon the 
_ Greatneſs of rhat infinite Majeſty whom you 
are about to addreſs, and of your own Mean- 


eſs, Nothingneſs and Unworthineſs; if this 


5 Meditation is ſerious it will redouble your 


Zeal and Devotion, and render you a fitter 


Object to approach to Gop, The greateſt 
Part of our Diſtractions in Prayer, proceed 


from the Diverſity of Objects which vn 


_ themſelves to our Eyes, 410 to avoid this, 
good Man adviſed, if it can be done, out 


Affectation and Singularity, or any one's 


Obſervation and Notice, (which always may 
in your private Prayers) that the beſt Way is. 


to keep them ſhut, meaning when you make 


uſlſe of no Book otherwiſe *tis to be ſuppoſed, 


your Eyes arc on] y engaged therein: As Prayer 
is a Matter of the utmott Importance, neglect 
not this Advice, my Son, make trial of it, 
and regulate the Uſe by the Succeſs. 
I do not preſcribe to you any particular or 
ſet Forms of Prayer to Gop, other than our 
excellent Liturgy, the beſt that can be com- 
piled for all our Spiritual Wants and Occa- 
fions, the moſt expreſſive of our Piety to- 
wards GoD, and of our Charity to our Neigh- 
bour, 


( 16 ) 
bour, and productive of the moſt elevated te 
Devotion; but your private Prayers, (tho? 04 

many of the Collects in our Common Prayer 
| Books are well adapted thereto) muſt be re- © 


gulated according to your particular Occa- d 
ſions, being chiefly earneſt with Gop for Spi- 8 
ritual Bleſfings; and it is my Opinion, that . 
you may well ſum up all your Requeſts to tl 
Almighty Gop, in begging of Him his Love,  T« 
for this is the Way to have every I hing elſes P. 
and whoſo has Gop with him, can want no- 4 
thing; Solomon aſked of Gop only Wiſdom, _ % 


and Gop faid to him, Becauſe thou haſt acked f 
for this Thing only, and hajt not asked for thy A 
ſelf Riches, or Pleaſures, or Honours, nor the 
Life of thine Enemies, nor long Life, but haſt ( 
asked for thyſelf Wiſdom, Lo, I have given Thee  « 
the Wiſdom ; and beſides that Riches, and Plea- | 
fares, and Honours, Plato, tho? an Heathen, 
reads a good Leſſon to moſt Chriſtians, as to, | 
what they ought to beg of Gop in their ] 
Prayers; he prays in this Manner, O GOD, 
give me, 1 beſeech, good Things, when I do nut 
pray for them; and keep from me, nay deny me, | 
ſuch Things as are Evil, tho? I ſhould be ſo miſ= . 
taken to pray for them, Gop many times fa- | 
vours us in not hearing our Prayers, and pu- | 
niſhes us too ſometimes in the Grant of them, 
when we pray for Things prejudicial to our 
ſelves, without referring our Wants and De- 
fires to Gon? 5 infinite Wiſdom; for CHRIST 
tells 
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: tells us, ce know not what to pry for as we 
ought. 


Phyſicians preſcribe to ſuch as have weak 


7 Stomachs, to eat little and often; now if it is 
difficult to you to bring your Mind to that 
Seriouſneſs and Attention, which I have told 
you is the very Soul of Prayer; do you then 
the ſame, my Son, and according to the Di- 
rection of our bleſſed Saviour, When you 
pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as the Heathens 
do, who think that they ſhall be heard from their 
much ſpeaking ;, but then, if your Prayers are 
| ſhorter, ſcc that they be more frequent, and 
above all, ſeaſon'd with Faith and Fervency. 


I have ſaid, my Son, that we may pray to 
Gon in all Places, but that all Places are not 
equally proper for this Holy Exerciſe; but if 
Prayer be indeed, as one cannot doubt, no- 
thing elſe but the pious Elevation of the 
Heart, and the lifting up of the Soul in Holy 
Ejaculations, by which ſhe approaches to Gop, 


and unites herſelf to Him; What ſhould "og 


der our having an hundred times a Day theſe 


; 


pious Aſpirations and Elevations, whereſoever 
we are, in our Houſes or Abroad, in the 
midſt of our moſt preſſing Buſineſſes, as you 


work, or walk, in Town or Country? Lift 
up your Heart often to Gop, to do this, is 
to pray to Him. Our Heart 1s a Cloſet, we 
carry about with us, a ſecret Retreat, an 
Holy Solitude, Which we m enter into at 

all 


= "T0 ) 
. all Times, for theſe ſhort Ejaculations, piercing m 
ll the very Ears of Gop with their Fervency, f th 
and pleaſing Him more than long Prayers, P 
made by Cuſtom, at ſet Hours, and perhaps 
with little Attention and Devotion. It is cer= be 
tainly to theſe frequent Liftings up of the in 
Soul to Gop, to which the Scripture alludes, h: 
when it exhorts us to pray without ceaſing : But it 
why, my Son, ſhould you not breath out fi 
your Soul to Gop upon your Bed? And why * w 
ſhould you not accuſtom yourſelf to praiſe and N 
pray to God; who neither flumbereth nor te 
leepetb, and is about your Bed by Night, as 
ell as about your Path by Day, whenever 
you awake out of you Sleep: ſince Prayer is 
ſo much the Principal of all divine Worſhip, 
that the Scriptures have ſometimes ſum'd up 
therein all the Duties of Religion. 
You ſee here, my Son, what I had to lay 
to you of Prayer in Particular; but remem- 
ber, one cannot pray to Gop, with- 
Faith, out believing in Him, nor beheve in 
1 Gop without loving Him. Love 
Gp, if you defire He ſhould love you; fear 
Him, if you deſire to be wiſe, for the Fear 
of the Lo Rp is the Beginning of Wiſdom, 
and they that fear Him lack nothing; this 
Fear, as the wife Man 15 is 79 depart from 
Evil, and to learn to do cel; if you fear Goo 
you will love Him, and if you love Him you 
will keep His Commanuments z theſe you are 
made 
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made acquainted with, my Son, and no- 
thing ought to hinder your putting them in 


Practice. 


Gop 1s Spirit and Truth, and He muſt 


: be ſerved in Spirit and Truth; z the Religion, 
into which, by His gracious Providence, you 


have been born, and for the perfect under- 


ſtanding of which, I have furniſhed you, = 


ſincere Milk of the Word, 1s the only on 

wherein God is worſhip*d agreeably to His 
Nature and Will, Addict yourſelf, my Son, 
to this Worſhip, and you will find it will 
render you a better Service, than the Shep- 
herds found from the Star which led them 
to Bethlehem, for that guided them only to 
Jesvs CHRIST in His Abaſement, in His 
loweſt Humility, a ſwaddled Babe lying in a 
Manger, but this will carry you up to CHRIST 
in His Glory. Our bleſſed Saviour ſpeak- 


ing of Himlelf to St. Thomas, ſays, I am the 
May, the Truth, and the Life; the only Way 


by which we can come to the Father : Never 
depart from this Way, my Son, let what will 
happen, inſtead of living Water which you 
ſhall find herein, you ſhall meet elſewhere 
only foul Water and bitter; you cannot de- 
viate eyer fo little from the Way wherein you 
fat out, and have hitherto proceeded, without 
eſtranging yourſelf from God, and by Con- 
{equence from all that Happineſs of wllich 


Hle is the Sum and Center. 


Let 


tw) 


Leet neither the Riches," nor Honours, nor 
Pleaſures of the World, ſeparate you from 
God, no, nor let any Perſecutions, how ſevere 
Joever, which preſent themſelves to your Suf- 
fering, for His Cauſe and Religion, ſhake 
your Conſtancy, nor may you turn the leaſt 
aſide from them; rather account it the greateſt 
£ Hear to bear the Croſs after 
Nen, your SAVIOUR, it is an honour- 

able Reproach to bear in your 
Body the Marks of the Lord JxEsus; it was 
by this Way that all the Holy Martyrs arrived 
at God's Kingdom, and are ſet down with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Facob in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. If God, my Son, ſhould call 


you out to ſuch Trials, never look backward, 


but reſt you well aſſured, that not one of the 


Thorns of His Crown can fall upon your 


Head, but ſhall become a Jewel of ineſtimable 
Value, and all together, compoſe a Diadem of 
1mmortal Glory, If ever it ſhould be your 
Lot to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, that is for the 
Cauſe of CarisT, think no Scorn of it, but 
rather glorify God on that Account, 

Sickneſs, the Loſs of dear and near Rela- 
tions and Friends, of Eſtate, Calumny and 
| Reproach, and a great Number of Diſappoint- 

ments and croſs Accidents, are the common 

Lot of human Life; never dream, my Son, 

that you ſhall live exempt. Afflictions are the 
furoſe Marks and 1 8 of the Children 
of 
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ef GoD, whereby He correcis whom He haves. | 
as 4 Father the Child in whom. he delighteth. 
The Fleſh is not eaſy under theſe Corrections, 
but we muſt follow the Dictates of the Spirit, 
for thoſe Things which concern our Salvation. 
God's Chaſtiſements are to his faithful Ser- 
vants, what the Head of the Lyon which. 
Sampſon had killed was to him, they produce 
the Honey of Conſolation, which proves to 


them, that there is a certain Sweetneſs in the 


bittereſt Afflictions. If it be the Will of God, 
my Son, to caſt you into the Furnace of 
Affliction, of what Kind or Nature, how 
Sharp or Grievous ſoever, murmur not there- 
at, only take Care to live ſo, that your Sut- 
ferings come not as the natural and juſt Effects 
of your Faults, that you ſuffer not as a Crimi- 
nal, from the Juſtice of God, rather than His 
Love. — In all your Sufferings here upon 
Earth, ever ſo bitter and poignant, remember 
they are not to be compar'd with he Glory 
which ſhall be reveaPd in us; remember that 
theſe ſhort Affiftions, which are but for a 
Moment, work for us, if we apply them aright, 
an exceeding Weight of Glory. Moral Philo- 
ſophy teaches us, that the Paſſions, which, in 


their Diſorder and Irregularity, are the Foun- 


tains of all Kinds of Vices, become, by a due 
Regulation, the Inſtruments of all Kinds of 
Virtue 3 and Chriſtianity teaches us, and Ex- 
perience confirms it, that thoſe Afflictions, 

. „ 
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«which throw the Wicked into Diſtraction and 
Diſpair, are to God's Children, ſuch as fear 


and ſerve Him faithfully, inexhauſtible Springs 


of Joy and Contentment. The Rods which 
God x foes uſe of to puniſh the Wicked, are 
like that of Moſes, turn'd into a Serpent; and 


thoſe wherewith He corrects His Children, 
reſemble that of Aaron, which produced plea- 


fant Fruits and Flowers, Make a right Uſe 
of them, kiſs the Rod, my Son, which it ſhall 
_ pleaſe God, by His Provi ence, to employ for- 
your Correction; adore the Secrets 2 this 
Providence, and at the ſame Time, in the 


ſevereſt Trials, acknowledge the Goodneſs of 
God, in awakening you out of the deep Sleep, 


into which your Sins had caſt you; and ſhould 


they be ſharper than human Weakneſs of itſelf 


can well bear, and ſtand under, believe that 


it is for your Good to ſuffer in ſuch Manner, 


for a little while, to the End, that the Trial 

of your Faith, which is more precious than tbat 
if Gold, which periſdes, and which is tryd in 
the Fire; ſhall be to your Praiſe and Honour, 
and Glory, at the coming of our Lord and Saviour - 


Feſus Cbriſt 
I have reduced, my Son, which you may 


have remark*d, all the Duties of the Spiritual 


Life, under four Heads ; ; to wit, To the dili- 
gent and attentive reading God's Word; to fre- 


quent and ardent Prayer; to a ftrong and per ſe- 
1 + Faith, and to an entire and perfect Re- 


fignation 
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Ke 70 the Will of God, under the ſharpeſt . 
and ſevereſt Trials. When - you have been 1 


with me, Ihave not fail'd to give you, as 


nity offer d, the ſame Inſtructions ; the 
two feſt; you know I have accuſtomꝰd you to, 


with great Care, and begun as ſoon as you 


15 Was of Age capable of it; and now that you 
are from under my Monition and Inſpection, 
and where you may meet with but few Exam- 
ples of the leaſt Piety, it concerns you, as you 
tender your own everlaſting Welfare, to addict 
12 to the moſt exact and ſcrupilous Per- 
formance of the ſeveral Duties, to which I ex- 
hort you; I exhort you, thereto, by the 
| Bowels of God's Mercy; I conjure you by the 


Care which you owe to your Immortal Soul, 


1 entreat you by the Regard which I have 
a right to expect from your Gratitude, —If 
you obey theſe Dictates, you will render to 


Cod that which belongs to Him, to your Fa- 


_ _ ther that which he requires of you; and there- 
by you will be well diſpoſed to acquit your- 


| ſelf of the ſeveral Duties which you owe to 


- yourſelf, of which I am now, in this ſecond | 


2 Chapter, to give you a Detail. 
* Of the Duty you owe to yourſelf. 
I have been more conciſe in this firſt Part, m 


; 5 Son, which treats of your Duty to God, than I ; 


- ſhall be in the following, which reſpect what 


| | Rh owe to yourſelf and your Neighbour, and 
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Lam in no Pain to juſtify my proceeding herein: 


it is founded on the Example of God Himſelf, 
for of the Ten Commandments, which compriſe 
the Divine Law, there are but four which 


immediately relate to God, whilſt the other 


ſix are made up of our Duty to ourſelves and 


our Neighbour.— There is no People, how- 


ever ignorant, ſavage, and brutal, which has 


not forced their Stupidity to believe a God, 
and, at the ſame Time, preſcribed ſome Forms 
of Divine Worſhip and Adoration; ſo certain 
is it, that the very Notion of the Being of a 
God, carries in it a Senſe of the indiſpenſable 


Duty to ſerve, obey and worſhip Him, And _ 
ttmis is fo abſolutely Neceſſary, that tho? Men 


ſhould become impious enough not to own it, 


their Hearts would nevertheleſs aſſent to it. 


Your Mind, my Son, is full of the Know- 


ledge of Cod, ſee that it deſcend upon your 


Will; and by that Light, wherewith it has 
pleaſed God to illumine your Underſtanding, 
rectify whatever may be defective in your In- 
clinations; diſcharge the Duties which are in- 
ſeparable from this Knowledge of God, that 1s 
to ſay, Fear Him, love Him, and ſerve Him, 
In your preſent Situation, my Son, fo full of 
Danger, and where you have ſo few Exam ples 
of Sobriety and Virtue ; it is a great Conſo- 


lation to me, to believe that you would not 


have faiPd herein, even tho? I ſhould not have 


k exhorted you hereto ; in this Aſſurance I have 
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ſuppreſſed many Thoughts, which furnith a8: 
© abundant Matter, as what I am about to treat 
of; and which had render'd this firſt Paft 


much longer than it now is. 
And now in entring upon the ſecond Part, 


which: has for its Subj ect, the Duty you owe 
to yourſelf ; I would have you to remember, 
there are certain Chriſtian Virtues, ſuch as 


Faith, Charity and Hope, which are the Baſis 


of the Duties we owe to God ,, Faith reſigns 


us to Him in every Thing; Charity, or the 
Love of God, knits us to Him for Time, and 


Hope lifts us up to Him for Eternity; you 
muſt alſo remember there are certain Moral 
Virtues, ſuch as Prudence, Fortitude, Tem- 
perance and Fuſtice, which are the Foundation 


of our Duty to ourſelves and our Neighbour ; 


the firſt of theſe four Virtues, namely Prudence, 

zs diffuſed thro? the other three, and is as it 
were the Salt and Seaſoning. Fortitude and 
Temperance, reſpects every Perſon in particular, 
and FJuſſice is the Band of all Society, without 
which Men would live like fo many Wolves, 


and never concur together in any Meaſures, for 


the Publick Good, which we ought always 
principally to have in View, after the Glory 
of God: Wherefore, my Son, in the Inſtruc- 
tions which next follow in this Section, I ſhall. 
treat of theſe three, Prudence, Temperance and 
Fortitude, Prudence ought to be the Rule of all 
Mn your Actions and Behaviour; Temper ance will. 

f - 8 3 teach, 
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teach you to well govern wl in Proſpe- 
rity, and not ſuffer it to poiſon you by its 
Sweets; and Fortitude will inſtrutt you how 
you ought to behave in Adverſity, ſo that you 
may not be diſguſted with its Bitters, nor too 
much funk and dejected by its Preſſures, 1 
have reduced what I had to ſay, into as few + 
Words as poſſible, tho? the Subject 1s very 
copious, that I might give you only the Juice 
and Marrow, which may nouriſh, without 
over-charging you. 
Man was created for Society, ood one may 
affirm, without it Virtue would have no Fol- 
lowers, the World no Entertainment, and Life 
no Pleaſure. God having made Man by His 
Almighty Power, pronounced it not good for 
him to be alone, and ſo gave him an Help- 15 
mate, in His benificent Goodneſs, form*d, aa 
Mloſes tells us, out of the Man himſelf, one with | 


whom he was capable of living in Society. 


This Society is nothing elſe but a recipro- 
cal Communication between many Perſons, 


united in the ſame Intereſts, and who, by 


mutual good Offices, endeavour to ſweeten 
Life to =T other, and to avert, all they can, 


all Griefs and Diſquietudes, According to the 


Tempers of thoſe who make up this Society, 
it is Good or Bad; for, as Solomon ſays, He that 

_ evalketh with Wiſe Men fhall be Wiſe, but the 
Companion of Fools ſhall become Wicked, Evil 

0 ammnunicali en corrupts goed Manners ; for this 


Reaſon, 
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* Reaſon, my Son, you ought diligently. to 
ts take Care of the Choice you make of your 
W Companions. Hearken not to the ordinary 
u _ Propenſions of Nature, which will aſſociate you 
Oo with the: Vicious and Prophane; enter not 

1 into the Path of the Wicked, nor walk in the 
W 

4 

e 

t 


Pay of Evil Men: Prudence will direct your 
Choice, which is a Matter of the laſt Conſe- 
quence, for nothing is more certain, than that 
we generally contract the Paſſions and Aﬀec- 
tions of thoſe, with whom we converſe ; a 
Thing ſo well known to the Ancients, that 
they. did not heſitate to judge and pronounce 
of a Man, by the Knowledge of thoſe with 
whom he converſed ; Tell me, ſay they, whom you 
frequent, and Iwill tell you, who or what you are. 

- Frequent then, my Son, as much as poſſible, 
Men of Honour and Probity, of Reputatio: 
= 


and Integrity, or to be ſure ſuch as are fo 


| 
bi 
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eſteem'd; among ſuch, ſingle out if you can, 
one to make a Friend, and leaſt you ſhould 
„Vonder that J ſeem to confine you to one 
T Friend, let me tell you, that it is not eaſy 


do make many; and 1 lave always thought, 
that a true Friend was not more rare in 
Scciety, than the Philoſopher's Stone in 
Chymiſtry, many Perſons having carefully 
_ _ ſought it all their Lives, without Succeſs ; do 
pyou uſe your utmoſt Efforts hereto, and you 
mall be Happy indeed, if you ſucceed ; ſpare 
neither Complaiſance, nor Civility, nor good 
50 8 „ Offices, 
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85 Offices, provided, your good Offices, your Re- 


ſpects, and Complaiſance lead you 
5 Friendſhip. not tobaſe and ſinful Compliances, 


which cannot happen if you pitch 


upon a Perſon of Virtue. Friendſhip muſt be 


repaid with Friendſhip ; if you deſire to be be- 


loved you muſt be loving, my Son, ut ameris 


amabilis efto : Tt is true, that Reſemblance of 


Tempers and Humours contributes much to 
mutual Love, it is for this Reaſon, that if you 
deſire that a Perſon of Virtue and Merit love 

vou, you mult be virtuous and deſerving, as he 


is, and that will attract his Affection; and if at 
any time you have happily won over ſuch an 
one, take eſpecial Care not to loſe him, be as 
much beforehand with him as poſſible, in your 


Cares for him, and in Generoſity and Reſpect to 
him ; alſo if you have ſufficient Proof that he 


has given you his Heart, and you have open'd 


yours to him, never ſhut your Purſe on neceſ- 
ſary Occaſions ; but if unhappily, any Matter 


of Coldneſs ariſe between you, and Prudence 


direct you to break with him, let your Friend- 
Mip rather fall, than be torn off, that is, 


don't break with him in Rage and Violence, 


but drop him ſoftly, and rather decline than 
reject his Acquaintance ; there is ſcarce any 
thing in Society, which occaſions ſo 
Pride. many uſt and frequent Obſtacles to 

the gaining and preſerving Friendſhips 


as Pride; z It was this Vice which changed the 
g fir it 
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firſt Angels i into the firſt Devils ; guard your 
ſelf well, my Son, not to be tinctur*d there-- 
with. II you would attract the Eſteem and 
Love of thoſe with whom you converſe, be 
humble, eaſy and courteous. Wiſdom dwel-- 


leth with the Humble, but Ignominy is inſe- 


parable from Pride; ſays the Wiſe Man, God 
_ refiſteth the Proud, but giveth Grace to the 
Humble; the haughty Spirit is an Abomination to 
the Lord; the proud Man has the Unhappineſs 


to diſpleaſe all the World, and pleaſe none 


but himſelf ; it is impoſſible that a vain Man 
ſhould love to be reproved; and it is little leſs 
ſo, that he that hateth Correction ſhould be 
reaſonable; Solomon aſſures us, that He that 
boveth Diſcipline, loveth Knowledge, but he that 
hateth Reproof is brutiſh; Poverty and Diſerace 


to him that defpiſeth, but he that loveth Reproof 


Pall be honour'd : If you defire to be fo, my 
Son, render yourſelf worthy of it, and to that 
End, fly, not only Pride, but Avarice, Glut- 


tony, Idleneſs, Impurity, Anger and Envy; 


theſe are Vices, againſt which All the World 
cry out, and yet they Reign through ail the 
World; ſee here now, in "the Order 1 hav2 


{et 3 the Reaſons which ſhould induce 


you to hate and fly them. 
15 Avarice, it is well ſaid, is the Root of all 


Evil, it carries Men, as St. Paul 


ſays to Timothy, even to deny the Avarice; 
Faith; it leads them into 7 enipla- 

tion, into ihe Spares of the Devi, cnl into 
| Bg. many 
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- many fooliſh and burtful Laſts, which drow f 0 


the Soul in Perdition. The Holy Apoſtle 
does not content himſelf with having in this 
Place given us a Deſcription, which ought to 
affect us with Horror; he adds further, in 


his Epiſtle to the Colgſſians, that it is I en a | | 


and certainly it cannot but be fo, becauſe it is 
no ſooner eſtabliſh*d in the Heart, but it 


drives out thence all Fear of God, to ſubſtitute _ 
nin its Place the Love of the World. Take 
| heed and beware of Covetouſneſs, ſays our 


Bleſſed Saviour, in St. Luke, For a Man's © - 
Life conſiſteth not in the abundance of the Things Wn 


which he poſſeſſeth. This Vice has in View, 
to heap up by all Means whatſoever, and theſe, 


however unlawful, are always pretended plauſi- 1 
ble; I ſay, to heap up Riches, for the covetous 


Man takes Care not to uſe them, he lives all Yo 
his Life Poor, to have the Satisfaction to die 


Rich ; he annexes to his Riches, the Quality of, 
unjuſt, mention'd in the Goſpel, by making 
them, inſtead of, by piouſly and charitably diſ- 


penſing them, a Means of his Salvation, be- 


come by a griping Detention, a Means of his = 


Condemnation, . - 1-4. -- ol 
Before I enter upon the Deſcription of the 
ſeveral Vices, I propoſed to ſhew you the 
Deformity of, in order to give you a thorough 


Averſion to them, I ought to premiſe to you, Pi 
my Son, that how great ſoever may be the 


natural Propenſion of Man to Evil, he endea- 
5 ED vours, 


| 


0422) 


5 vours, nevertheleſs, as much as poſlible, to 
Tover his Inclination to any Vice, under the 
Appearance of the Virtue oppoſite thereto. 
One Example ſhall ſerve for many; the co- 
vetous Man, howſoever he may be engaged in 
this ſordid Paſſion, knows, nevertheleſs, its — 
M,ieanneſs and Baſeneſs, and ſtrives to diſguiſe 0 
it, under the Pretext of an honeſt Economy, = 
and having ſo perſuaded himſelf, would fain J 
perſuade others ſo too; in like Manner, all 
others, addicted to any particular Vices, follow 
the ſame Rule, I advertiſe you of it, my Son, 
to the End, that you may avoid a Conduct ſo 
© tele reaſonable, and ſo may not be reduced to 
» . a Neceſſity of ſeeking to hide a vicious Incli- 
- _ nation, under a ſpecious ſhew of an apparent : 
8 f. Virtue. 
1 Having ſaid thus much, by way of neceſſary 
& Caution, "that 1 may not ſtray from my firſt 
f Plan, I ſhall next treat of Gluttony, 
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which follows Avarice, in the Order Glutlony. 
- _ foregoing; theſe two Vices are very 
- _ oppoſite in their Means, but have much Con- 
formity in their Effects. The covetous Man 
heaps up all he can to increaſe his Riches, which 
are his Bane ; and the G/atzon ſpares nothing to 
procure to himſelf, thoſe Pleaſures and Gratifi- 
ations which are no leſs prejudicial and hurtful 
to him. The firſt to content his Avarice denie; 
himſelf Neceſſaries; and the other to ſatisfy hi; 
- © Senſualiry, cannot forego, even deren 
SS the 
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The one ſhuts up his Reaſon' in his Coffers, 


with his Silver and Gold; and the other 


throws it away in his Meats and Drinks, which 
are his ordinary Delights. What can one 
hope for from a Man of this Caſt ? God has 
appointed Eating and Drinking for the Sup- 


ports of Life; but the G/uztton thinks that he 
is to live only to eat and drink, to which he 


is ſo devoted, that it is impoſſible he ſhould 
apply himſelf with Pleaſure, to any one Duty 


of the ſocial Life. But, how ſhould he, when 
he knows no Pleaſures, but thoſe of his Palate 
and his Taſte, who makes his Kitchen his 


Church, and his Belly his God? Avoid, my 


Son, a Vice, of which the Effects are 0 pre- 


judicial; in ſo doing, you will obey that Pre- 


| cept of the Wiſe Man, which you have in the 
23d Chapter of Proverbs, Be not amonglt Wine- 
bibbers, amongſt riotous Eaters of Fleſh, for the 
Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall come to Poverty, 
and Drouſineſs ſhall cover a Man with Raggs. 
The Spirit of God | joins Drouſineſs with Glut- 
tony, to teach us that it is, as it were impoſ- 
fible to be a Glutton, without being Slothful 


and Lazy; the hcavineſs of tie Meats communi- 


cates itſelf to the Stomach, and that of the 
Stomach paſſes to the Brain; and one need 


not wonder, that from theſe Preſſures, the 


Soul is weigh'd down and oppreſſed, and be- 
comes leis capable to perform the Functions 
ſhe was deſign'd tor, The Lazy and Sloth- 

TD ful 
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ful has no more of the Man, than Reflection 


and Motion, nay, ſo little has he of the one or 


the other, that there 1s ſcarce any Difference be- 
tween him and a Statue; the latter muſt keep 
its Place, but when it is carried; and 


the firſt never ſtirs but when he is Slothful 


moved; his Slowneſs in all his Ac- neſs. 


tions of Body and Mind, 1s a fort of 

Lethargy in both, of which he would not be 
cured if he could, becauſe all his Pleaſure lies 
in Inaction and Sloth: ; and the very thought of 


moderate Labour and Exerciſe, which another 


Man is pleaſed with, is his Dread and Puniſh- 
ment. The Apoſtle might well ſay, That he 
that will not work, neither ſhould be eat; but 


there mult be ſomething ſtill more awakening, 


to excite his Diligence, than even the Pain of 


Hunger; and this Neceſſity itſelf, preſſing as it 


18, can dude draw him out of his ordinary 
Slothfulneſs: the Sweets of which affect him 
more ſenſibly, than any Advantages which 


might ariſe to him, out of an honeſt Employ» 


ment. He acts not with more Vigour for his 
ſpiritual, than his temporal lntereſts, for which 
Reaſon, you may imagine, if he is not a good 
Citizen, he is not a better Chriſtian; and you 
ought to believe, that as the & lutton does not 


conſtuſt Temperance, to regulate his Conduct 


thereby, ſo neither does the Slothful hearken 


to Fortitude, to regulate his; your principal 


Spur and Motive, as you have aſſured me, 
e . to 


_ (34 EO 
to a great Application to your Studies, 
is, that you may be able to plow out your 
own Fortune, and become a Man of fome 
Degree of Eminence in the World, but you 

ſee well that Sloth will not fecond you 
in fo reaſonable a Deſign ; The Hand of the | 


Slothful becomes poor, but the Hand of the Di- 


ligent maketh rich. If your Aim then, my 


Son, be fo laudable and worthy, be diligent, 
be induſtrious, and to this Effect, uſe your 
utmoſt Endeavours with yourſelf, to over- 
come, by little and little, the Pleaſure and 
| Sweetneſs you find in Sleep, do not wait to 
be folicited and urged to acquit yourſelf of 
that Buſineſs which lies upon you, or if you 
want a Solicitor for this purpoſe, let it be 
your own Honour, which carrying you every 
Morning to your proper Employment, may 
keep you cloſe thereto all the Day, with a 
laudable Aſſiduity.— Wonder not, my Son, if 
I] am zealous, if I am reſolute to combate Idle- 
neſs and Sloth, by all the Weapons which the ex- 
treme Love I bear you, has been able to 
furniſh me ; I have been excited hereto, not 
only for the Reaſon abovemention'd, but fur- 
ther, becauſe it is a Vice which is the Foot- 
ſtool or Pediſtal of another Capital one, for 
which we have naturally but too much Incli- 
nation, I mean, Impurity, the moſt filthy of 
all Vices, and which, turns our Bodies, de- 


ſigned for the Temples of God's holy Spirit, 
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into Sinks of Naſtineſs I all give 
Words, and ſhall hardly ſtay to 


preſent you ſo hidious a Spectacle, of Wie h 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles would not, that the 


Name be once named among Chriſtians, and 
which he pronounceth the blackeſt of all Sins, 


becauſe, ſays he, Every Sin a Man commits is 
out of the Body, but the Impure or Eulfful, all 
his Sin in his own Body. 

You may know then, my Son, that it is 8. 
to the two laſt Vices juſt now treated of, that 
Ilnmpurity owes its being, Gluttony begets 1. 
and Idleneſs brings it forth; what Wonder 
that ſo deformed a Child ſprings out of tWůũůo 
' ſuch deformed Parents, ſhe holds the Inclina- 

tions of thoſe to whom ſhe owes her Birth, 
and thrives on the very Means by which they : 
work our Ruin, and ſo alone procures us more 
Miſchiefs than the two together, Gluttony 
and Idleneſs act upon our Bodies, before they 
affect our Minds; but Impurity reigns in our 
Minds before it ſubjects our Bodies, and being 
become Maſter of that which was given us 
for our Guide, leads us at Pleaſure, by a 
Tyranny ſo abſolute, and ſo inevitable, that 


we cannot reſiſt its Will, altho? in the Execu- 
tion thereof, we commonly find our utter Ruin. 
This Enemy is ſo much the more dangerous, 
as ſhe employs to ruin us, only thoſe Luſts, 


which under the Bait of Pleaſures draw us * = 
0 


you a Deſcription of it in few  Impurity. 5 
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of the Paths of Virtue, fondly embracing us, 
as it were, but with deſign only to ſtifle us. 
They ſeduce us by their Artifices, they charm 
us with their Allurements, and engaging us 
ſo ſtrongly to them, that it is impoſſible we 
ſhould of ourſelves be able to break their 
Chains, wherewith they have link'd us; they 
are ſo many Delilab's which lay us in their 
Laps a-ſleep,only to rob us of ourStrength,and 
caſt us afterwards into an Abyſs of Wicked- 
neſs z they draw us, they hurry us, they tranſ- 
port us, in ſpite of ourſelves ; and whither, 


my Son, think you, do they hurry us? to eternal | 


Perdition : ; if we don't endeavour to prevent 
their evil Effects by a ſerious Repentance, 


which unleſs it be timely, will avail nothing. 


Avoid, my Son, and fly from ſuch treacher- 
ous Guides, which will only lead you to your 


Ruin, fly from them, I ſay, with more Cele. 
rity, with more Vekemence, than from Rob- 


bers that lic n wait for you in the Way, for 


theſe may Le content with your Money and 


your Cloaths, hut the other will take up with 


nothing lets than your Soul and Body. You 


will find the lef: Difficulty, my Son, to follow 
this Council, if you reprelent to your!cIf, that 
commonly our Luſts getting the better c -f our 
. Weakreis, prevail over us, by promiſing 
Sweets in Appearance, but which in the 
End prove only Bitters, like the Apples of 
Sodom, or as Laban, who knowing the Incli- 


nation 
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nation of Jacob, engaged him in a ſeven 
Years Service for beautiful Rachel, and then 
put him off with an ugly Leab. This Ad- 
vice, I fay, will be the more eaſy to you 


to follow, if you but repreſent to yourſelf the 
Baſeneſs and Shamefulneſs of thoſe Deſires 
whereby Luſt and Impurity ſeduce us, the 


* ſhortneſs of their Duration in Enjoyment, and 
- the inſeparable Evils which follow after: The 
Price that is to be paid in an Eternity of Suf- 
fering, for the Pleaſures but of an Hour, or 
a Moment. Temperance will teach you to 
avoid theſe Dangers, if you conſult her, and 
after having convinced you that the vicious 
Paſſions are dangerous, domineering Miſs 
treſſes, ſhe will ſhew you how to convert 
them into agreeable Servants, for extracting 
the Poiſon of their original Impurity, and 
taking away all that was nox1ous in them, by 
their intemperate and unlawtul Applications, 
| ſhe improves them contrary to their natural 
Propenſity, to innocent, but more real and 
exquiſite Gratifications 


I come now, my Son, to treat of An- 


ger and Envy; the firſt of theſe Vices Anger. | 
throws a Man into the utmoſt Diſor- 


der, it baniſhes his Reaſon, and from the Mo- 


ment it has got the Dominion of him, the Man 


is ſo violently and tempeſtuouſly agitared, that 


Anger has been with Juſtice calPd a a ſhort Fit of 


ragen, { Ira Furor Brevis eft, e Fury is 


its 
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its firſt Production, and Prutality.2 its ſecond 


A ian of a Man, 15 inflamed, to bs con- 7A 
vinced of this Truth; they are e i | 
_ Proofs, and if his Words did not ſhew him 
to be a Man, one might as well take him. 
for a Wild Beaſt. His Soul, which ſuffers 

_ exceedingly in theſe Violences, and extraor- 


dinary Emotions, impreſſes ſuch Diſtortions 
on his Viſage, that it 1s very eaſy to know 
by theſe external Characters, the ſtrange Diſ- 
orders the Man feels within. This Thought 


was well improved by an experienced Perſon 


of our own time, who by this innocent Way, 
found the Means which he had in vain ſearch'd 


for, thro' all the Secrets of Philoſophy, to 
break the Habit of one of his Diſciples to. mis 
Vice, in whoſe Virtue he intereſted himſelf 
very much. — He made him ſee in a Man 
violently agitated with this Paſſion, ſuch a 


ſtrange Alteration, ſo mighty a Difference 
from what he was at another Time, that from 
the Effects demonſtrating the Cauſe, it was not 


difficult to comprehend, that from a Brook ſo 


infected, can proceed only empoiſoned Streams; 
and thereby he gave his Scholar ſo great an 
Averſion to it, that it prevented for the future, 
his being ever remarkably tranſported with 


Anger. The Lacedamontons before him, made 


uſe of the ſame Arti fice to impreſs an Horror 
of Drunkenneſs in the Minds of their Chil- 
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to this Vice; 


this that inſpired into Man a Crime, 
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dren; they made their Slaves drink to exceſt, 


and brought them before their Children in 


this Diſguiſe, to the End, that they ſeeing 


them ſkip and jump like Fools or Mad-men, 
they might conceive an irreconcilable Hatred 
we ſhould do the ſame, my 


Son, with ard to Anger, which is a kind 
of Drunkenneſs, which ſeizes our Minds, and 


| diſturbs our Reaſon by Fumes more intoxica- | 
ting than thoſe of Wine, becauſe they laſt 


Þ= rn longer, and produce more diſmal 


Effects, 


ance of Fortitude, and if you conſult this 
Heroic Virtue, which is the Baſis of all the 


reſt, as Prudence is its Guide, you will not 
find it difficult to overcome this unruly 
Paſtion, | 5 

Envy is the laſt Vice, of which I had un- 
5 dergken to give you the Portraiture, Of all 


theVicesthis is moſt malignant. Itwas 


which at once ſtriking at God and 


Nature, made him forget what he owed to 
both, and commit at the ſame time a Sacri- 
| lege. 


Finally, to give you an eaſy and 
infallible Remedy againſt Anger, under what- 
foever Provocations, practice the Council of a 
great Man of the laſt Age, who exhorts us to 
reſign early to Reaſon, what we muſt certainly 

| relign to Time; to let Reaſon rather conquer. 
That Time muſt certainly 
To this Salutary Advice, call in the Aſſiſt- 
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lege and a Fratricide, when it tranſported 
Cain to efface the Image of God, in the Per- 
ſon of his Brother, whom he killed. At V2 
Paſſion, which after having poiſon'd the 
Mind, carries its peſtiferous Venom into the 


Body, which corrupts the whole Maſs of Blood; 
rendring the Viſage ghaſtly and hideous, and 


in Spite of all its Cares to hide it, totally dis- 
figures the Perſon whom it poſſeſſes; and one 
may, with Reaſon affirm, that if Anger is 


a Fire that in flames us, Envy is one that burns 
us up, and carries with it its own: Puniſhment, 


which will not ſuffer its Diſtemper'd to reſt 
Day nor Night; it is a ſort of Hectic, which 
comes on by little and little, and is hard to 
get off, when thro? Negligence it has been 
5 fuffer'd to take Root. The envious Man 
ſpurns even at God Himſelf; he conſiders as 
the greateſt of his Misfortunes, the Diſtribu- 
tion which the Providence of God has made of 
his good Things to other Men; the Griet of 
another Man is his Joy; the Health of his 
Neighbour alters his own, and his Diſquiet 


ariſes from his Neighbour's Eaſe ; he tempers 
the moſt agreeable Drinks, in the Bitter of ano- 


ther's Tears; his private Diſcontents ſpring 


out of the Publick Joy ; the Gains which come 
not into his own Coffers, ſeem to him to go 
out thence, and there is no making him hap- 


Py, without rendring Miſerable all his Ac- 


quaintance; a moderate Harveſt to anothez, 
renders 
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renders his own, ever ſo abundant, quite Diſ- 
- 'Z fatisfaftory, and all the Proſperity in the World 
becomes uneaſy to him, if he be obliged to 
mare it with any one. You ſee, my Son, 
e that a Man of this Caſt, can be in Peace with 
no one, and that commonly he wages War 
with God Himſelf too, judge then, thereby, 
ol his Repoſe in Body and Mind; other Men 
e _ confine their Griefs to their own proper Mis- 
s fortunes, which are ſo divers and ſo numerous, 
s even to thoſe whoſe Conditions are moſt hap- 
py, that let a Man be ever fo fortunate, he 
pays in the Afflictions of many Days, for the 
Joys of a few Hours; but the envious Man, 
beſides thoſe which fall to his own Share, in- 
creaſes them to an Infinitude, by the Happi- _ } 
neſs of another; another's Happineſs creates 
his Miſery, and another's Miſery is his Re 
paſt.— Avoid, my Son, a Vice fo deteſtable, | 
and fo hurtful, with which it is impoſſible to 
be infected, but the Man becomes his own 1 
Exccutioner, and his ownPuniſhment. Make you = 
no doubt, but having grievouſly tormented, 
in this Life, thoſe whom it has taken Poſſeſſion 1 
of, it will hurry them yet further, % Hat 1 
| Lake of Fire of Brimſtone, prepared by the if 
” Juſtice of God tor thoſe, who do not reverent- 9 
pp ſubmit to the Diſpenſations of his Provi- by 
dence. The Deſcription I have given you of the 4 
foregoing Vices, has been more extenſive than 
I at firſt imagined, God grant that it be not 9 
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Averſion to them, but alſo ſtrong enough to 
carry you to the Practice of the contrary Vir- 
tues. —A Thing is never better proved, than 
by the Oppoſition of its contrary; and if you 
have well conceiv*d the Reaſons which ſhould 
| induce you to hate Pride, wages Gluttony, 

Jdleneſs, Tmpurity, Anger and Envy, you 
will, with much Eaſe and Promptneſs, for 
the Good of your Soul and Body, be carried 


to the Love and Practice of Humility, of pro- 
per CEconomy, neither profuſe, nor ſordid, 
of Sobriety, of Diligence, of Chaſtity, Mo- 
deration and Charity; and you will govern 


yourſelf in following them, by the Leſſons 


and Rules of Prudence, Fortitude and Tem-. 
perance, which cannot fail but be very Salu- \ 
tary and Advantageous, if you regulate your- | 


ſelf thereby. 
which theſe Virtues will render you, I would, 


my Son, (and God grant wap may) that they 
or 


give you as great a Love for the Truth, as 
generally young People have aptneſs 


Ting. to Lying, conceive I conjure you, 


the greateſt Abhorrence to this Vice, 
and to ſecure this Abhorrence, remember 


that Feſus Chriſt had not given himſelf the 


Title of the Truth, nor taken the Character of 
the true, but to inſinuate to us that he loved 


thoſe that were ſuch; and wherefore do you 
think the Devil is in Holy Scripture called the 


Father | 


only plain and full enough to excite your 
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Father of Lies, unleſs it be to ſhew us, that 


al Liars are his Children: The Love of this 
Vice is an inconteſtable Proof of ſuch their 


; Diſcent, who practice it by Inclination, and who, 
from this Incli ination, grow habituated thereto, 


I know well, that they who would excuſe. 


. | themſelves of i it, ſay, that the Shame alone 
bol confeſſing a Fault imputed to them, carries 
them in ſpite of themſelves into the Neceſſity | 
ol telling a Lie.— It was a n ill Example 
which Adam left to all his Poſterity: But 
what think you, are all the Shiftings, 


Turnings and Windings, which Men make 
uſe of to diſguiſe the Truth, they are as 
ſo many Fig Leaves, through which may 
be diſcern'd, at leaſt, if the Shame and 


Confuſion, which ſuch Liars have of their 
Fault, lead them to repent of it.— The 


Hope of their doing better for the future, 
might in ſome Degree ſatisfy thoſe who were 
intereſted in their Favour, but common Experi- 
ence ſhews us, that a Man who has committed 
a Fault, and ſeeks to palliate it with a Lie, 
does not repent ſo much of his Crime, as to 
be believed Criminal.— I do not mean, my 
., in exhorting you never to tell a Lie, 
to perſuade you always to tell the whole 
IT ruth.— This might, on certain Occaſions, 
| argu great Impudence, but there 1s no Oc- 
en whatſoever, where telling a Lie is not 
a Crime: There is no eaſier Method to avoid 

It 
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it by, than to fe. little, and to live 1 


One needs no Diſguiſes, when one behaves 
well, and a Man will always ſpeak the Truth 
| when he reflects on what he is about to ſay, 
and guides his Words with Diſcretion.— The, 
Definition alone, of this Diſcretion will 
convince you, *tis a Faculty of the Under- 
anding, which preſcribes to the Will honeſt 


and convenient Means, to arrive at a hap- 


py End of a Thing; and you ſee well, 
that how advantageous ſoever may be the End 
you propoſe to yourſelf, in any Undertaking, 
the Means cannot be honeſt, if you have 
made uſe of Falſhood to ſucceed therein; a juſt 


Hatred of this Vice, will make you, not only 
more reſerv'd in your Diſcourſe, but will ren- 
der you alſo more circumſpect in your Ac- 


tions; and cheriſhing Sincerity in your Heart, 


will lead you into an Abhorrance of Evil- 


ſpeaking and Calumny, the two great Peſts 


of Society, from whence ſpring the moſt of 
our Troubles, becauſe they are the common 
Occaſions of our Quarrels with one another. 
Truth always follows Sincerity, and both 
theſe Qualities are abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Diſcharge of the Duties of Piety, towards 
God, and Charity to Men.—A Man cannot 
be a good Chriſtian, without being a Man 
of Varacity, no more than the ſame Perſon 


can be an honeſt Man and a Knave: H 
criſy in Religion is a Sacrilege, and Falſhood 
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in Commerce is a Crime of a high Nature; 
Commerce, my Son, I do not only mean 


civil Society, but that Intercourſe amongſt 


Men, which goes by the Name of Trade, it 


is principally here, that mutual Faith, the 


Bona Vides, ought to reign ; if it is | 
not found here, the Name of the Fuſtice. 
Thing is perverted, in calling that 
Commerce, which is only a conceaPd Cheat. 
Whatever you undertake, my Son, and what- 
ever Dealings you have in the World, tho? 
you intend not for Trade, remember that with- 
out Diligence and Juſtice, a Man ſhall hardly 
acquire a Reputation in his Profeſſion, or be 


eſteem'd an honeſt Man. The Voluptuous | 


and Slothful, change the Quality of Man into 

that of Brute, bye a Metamorphoſis ſo much 
the more ſhameful, as it is voluntary. The 
unjuſt Man pays too great a Price for that 
which he ſhall hardly keep, for the wiſe Man's 
Aphoriſm will be found rarely to fail, where 
Riches are not honeſtly gotten, That they 
make to themſelves Wings, and fly away. If 
ever you would ſecure to yourſelf a Probability 
of Succeſs in any Undertaking, ſee that the 
Means you employ thereto be exactly juſt; 


but how juſt ſoever may be your Means, or 
how well ſoever underſtood, begin no Under- 
taking of Moment, before you have implored 


f the Bleſſing, of Almighty God thereon ; all your 


| Care and Aſiduity will be vain, ik no wore, 


C . unleſs | 


dition, and if after all your own Care, and 
this looking up to, and imploring the A. 
. mighty, it ſhall not 


under a certain Aſſurance, that if ſuch ar 
Event would have conduced more to His 


portunities, which your good Fortune max 


E 


let them not ſlip, leſt you chace them to no 
Purpoſe, when they are flown. 


of Time, able. 


cultics; if a reaſonable Suſpenſion of their 


umleſs ante with th! Ivins: Bene. 


pleaſe His Providence 
that the Succeſs anſwer your Deſire, fail not 
nevertheleſs to bleſs His Name; ſubmitting 
yourſelf entirely, and reverently, to His Will, 


Glory, and your Salvation, it would bo 


have otherwiſe fallen out. 53 


Make a judicious Uſe of all favourable Op- 


preſent you; they offer themſelves but ſeldom, 


Huſband well your Time, wha 
"The Value that is once loſt, it is irrecover- 
A new Gain may repair an 
old Loſs; but the Loſs of Time, 
of {that Pearl of great Price) is irreparable. 
In exhorting you, my Son, to a cloſe 
Application to your Studies, I do not mean 
that you ſhould give yourſelf up ſo entirely 
thereto, as to allow yourſelf no 
Recreation. Relaxation. I know that the Body 
cannot hold out a long Time 
againſt Fatigue, no more than the Mind 
againft an uninterrupted Exerciſe of its Fa- 


F untions be not allowed to the one and the 
other 


ad 


other, to repair its exhauſted Powers ; and - 
therefore far from forbidding you Recreations, 
I adviſe them, nay more, I preſs them, pro- 
vided you make choice of ſuch as are honeſt 


and innocent; I exclude, as neither 


the one nor the other, all Games Againſt : 
of Hazard, which ſo far belye that Gaming, > 
Name, that they have ſeldom a fair 


and even Chance in them, ſo that your Money 
18 ſure to be loſt, and your Virtue far from ſe- 


cure; moderate boduy Exerciſes beſt ſuit a 


Chriſtian, and an honeſt Man, and J hope you 
will always retain the Qualities of both theſe 


aimiable Appellations ; bur as on theſe Occa- 


Hons, the Choice muſt depend on the Tnclina- 


tion, you will do well to regulate yours, as 


much as poſſible, by your Duty, which will 
teach you, that be your Play what it will, 


which you intend as a Diverſion, you ought | 
to take Care that you make not a Principal of 


an Acceſſary; to this Purpoſe, ſee that it may 


be an agrecable Entertainment, and not a too 


ſerious Affair, as it will then become, if you 


ſhould ſuffer any conſiderable Loſs, by expo- 


ſing to Hazard, more than you can eaſily and 


unconcernedly part with; never run the Riſque. 


of going away with Grief, from what ought 
only to have procured you Pleaſure, which 
cannot happen, if you play but for the Sake 


of Play, and only with the View of recover- | 


ng, ole Nan which a cloſe Application 
2 to 
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to Buſineſs may have diſſipated, at leaſt, ne- 
vertheleſs, if you ſhould at any Time play for 
more than ordinary, be ſure to know your 
Company well, that you become not the 

Subject of their Laughter, after having been 
that of their Knavery. 
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Ignorance and Preſumption are 


Wees two Vices, almoſt as old in the 


and Pre- World, as Man himſelf ; avoid 


ſumplion. theſe, my Son, with great Cau- 


tion: to this End, ſeek Knowledge 


and Inſtruction, and never be aſhamed to aſk 
Advice of thoſe that are more knowing than 
yourſelf; be diffident of yourſelf, and inſtead 
of taking in ill Part, that Advice that is given 
you, receive it with Sweetneſs and Reſpect, 
reſerving to yourſelf the Liberty of following 


it, or not, according as you find it conform- 
able to Reaſon and domes | 


Reading is not only the Buſineſs, but the 
Div erſion of a Scholar, by an agreeable Va- 
ricty, by which. you may ſuit your 


Reading. preſent Temper; and when you 
are not employed in maſtering a 


Language, you may be improving and 
ſtrengthning your Judgment, enriching your 
Memory, and enlightning your Mind. By 


Reading, we learn to expreſs ourſelves with 


Propriety, Purity and Force, inſomuch, that | 
we may fay, that Reading alone, procures us 
the Advantages both of Converſation and Con- 


. templation. 
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templation; but, my Son, do not read oy 


to become more Knowing, read ſometimes 


what may make you better, more Chriſtian, 
more Moral, more Virtuous, and Miſe unto 

abvation.. T hink not, my Son, that Scho- 
laſtick Lorning alone, can accompliſh you, 
this may build up the Man, but a competent 


Knowledge of Divine Things mult be added, 
to build up the Chriſtian, And to this End, 
make choice of good Eooks, addict yourſelf 


to pious Reading, in which, imitate the Bee, 
who gathers the Sweets of the Flowers to 
make Honey in due Scaſon; do you gather 

likewiſe by this Example, Whether you read 
Books of Devotion, Morality, or Hiſtory, by 


reducing into Writing, as in a Common- Place 


Book, the ſeveral Remarks you make; this 


weill eaſe your Memory, and you will avoid, 


on many Occaſions, the Trouble of a Reſearch, 
for thoſe Thoughts which you may have O- 
caſion to apply. Never amuſe yourſelf with 


Romances, which only heat the Imagination, 


without filling the Underſtanding; M and althoꝰ 
they repreſent Virtue to us, in the higheſt. 
degree, to which it can poſſibly: ſoar, they 

have, nevertheleſs, a great deal of hidden Poi- 


ſon under theſe Flowers, eſpecially to young, 


People; you will do well to ſhun ſuch fort 
of Reading, as well as looſe Plays, and other 
ſuch-like Books, ſhocking to Modeſty, with 


all prophane, atheiſtical and ſceptical Ones, 


12 3 ſhocking | 


($0) 


ö ſhocking to the Faith of a Chriſtian, founded 


on the Revelation of Feſus Chrifft, which 


are ſo many Snares, the more difficult to be 
avoided, the leſs dangerous they appear, not- 
withſtanding they are greatly ſo, 


Guard yourſelf well, my Son, that the De- 


ſire of Riches carry you not into the Lroad May 


which leads to Deſtruction, in the 


Cheating. Acquiſition of them; nor to Ac- 
tions not only Baſe and Mercenary, 
but alſo Treacherous and Unjuſt, Double 
Weights and derble Meaſures are Abominaticn 
_ tothe Lord: Better is a little with Righteouſneſs, 
than great Revenues without Right; and remem- 
ber that Goalineſs with Contentment, is great Gain, 
IS. Avoid Ambition— altho* ſome 
Ambition, have called it the Error of great 
a Minds, I have always conſider'd 
it, as the Diſtemper of the moſt raiſed Spirits. 


It is an inſatiable Monſter, its Deſigns are 


without all Bounds, as well as beyond all 
Hopes; and how Fortunate ſoever the ambi- 


tions Man may be in his Enterprizes, his 


Succeſſes rather extend than content his De- 
fires; his Advancement to a Poſt, which he 
aim'd at, and had in View, diſcovers to him 
another and an higher, without which his Hap- 
pineſs is imperfect.— In Proportion as his 
Honours and Happineſs increaſe, his Deſires 
and Pretenſions ſwell and multiply, the whole 
. World at t laſt will ſcarce ſatisfy him, he can 

| hardly 
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hardly bear any Equal, and much leſs any 
Superior; his Life paſſes in a perpetual Agi- 
tation of Body and Mind; Tranquility and 
Repoſe are utter Strangers to his Breaſt, and 
many times the Pains he has taken to raife 
himſelf, ſerve but to aggravate the Terrors 
and Unhappineſs of his Fall. — Avoid then, 
my Son, a Path ſo dangerous, in which t! lere 
are more Precipices, than oy 261 Places. 


If any one ſpeak Evil of you 


and the Thing come to your Know: Calumny. 
ledge, examine it well without 
Prejudice, and if you find upon a ferious 
Examination of yourſelf, that you are, or have 
been guilty of what is imputed to you, repent 
of, and correct it; and look not ill upon thoſe, 
_ whoſe Reports have produced ſo good an 
Effect in you; but even if they blame you 
_ -wrongtully, do not diſcover any Malice or 
IIl-will thereat, for every Day's Experience 
reaches, that the Contempt of Calumany Kills 
it, but a Reſentment of it feeds it, and keeps 


it alive. 
A great Man of our own T; une 7 "ET 


That al the Virtues loie themſelves 


in Intereſt, as the Rivers lote theme. uteri. 


lelves in the Sca. Suffer not your- 
ſelf to be carried away by Intereſt, which 
having in View nothing but its own Advan- 


tage, makes us forget Juſtice and Equity. 


and all ſocial Virtues ; regulate therefore your 


C 4 latereſt 
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Intereſt by Reaſon, and that Royal Law, Of 
doing to others, what we ourſebves ſoould defire 


to be done 10 us. 
he not over Rigid and Captious, — Make 


not a great Affair of a Trifle, no more 


than a Trifle of a great Affair; 


Captionſueſs | Follow Peace with all Men, 1 Jy 
and Punc- ſays the Apoſtle, feek Peace 


tuality, with all the World, and rather 


_ abate ſomething of your Right, 
than conteſt, much leſs go to Law with any 
one; what another Man, on the like Occa- 
ſion, would look upon as given away to the 
Covetouſneſs of his greedy Adverſary, do 
you conſider, rather as laid out for the Preſer- 


vation of the Peace of your Mind and Body, 


than which, there is OE} in this Word of , 
more Worth. 


Never procraſtinate, or put off to another 
Time, what you can do at pre- 


Exafineſs, ſent, and what you do, let it be 


done with Order, and without 


Confuſion ; let the ſame Exactneſs appear in 
your Cloaths, in your Books, and even your 
Papers of the leaſt Conſequence, as well as in 
your moſt conſiderable Affairs. Regulate 
your Expence by your Fortune, and as far as 
this Fortune wilt permit, allow yourſelf every 


Thing that is decent and becoming your 


Circumſtance ; but never take Delight in 
A RL leſt y Degrees, they inſenſibly 
deprive. 


* 


TY 


deprive you of the Means of allowing yourſelf 


Neceſlaries, 


Altho* Drefs was one of the firſt Conſe- 


quences of Sin, there are not a few 


who make it nevertheleſs, one of the Dreſs. | 
principal Subjects of their Vanity, >= 
| and one of the moſt painful and troubleſome 
Concerns of their Lives. Cloaths, which were 
intended only to preſerve Men from the In- 
juries of the Weather, and for that Reaſon, - 
ought to be deſign'd to no other Purpoſe, 


ſerve not to this their Primitive Uſe with theſe 
Sort of People, they ſerve to gratify the In- 


temperance of their Minds, as well as to 
cover their Bodies from- the Intemperance of 
the Seaſons, it is the Weakneſs of either Sex: 
But, altho' it is inſupportable in both, it is 
nevertheleſs more blameable in the Men, than 
the Women, becauſe the Generality of WG 
men, fancying their Merit to conſiſt ir their 
exterior Charms and Graces, it is no Wonder 
that they ſeek to ſet themſelves off by the Va- 
riety of their Ornaments, by the Delicacy, of 
their Taſte in Dreſs, and the Magnificence. of | 
their Appearance; whereas the Men, who | 
ſhould judge more reaſonably, ought to deſpiſe, 


as unworthy of them, ſuch low and childiſh 


Means to make themſelves conſiderable,. and 
ſhould only think to diſtinguiſh themſelves 


by their good Qualities, and their Virtues, 
This is what I would direct your Aims to; 
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but meaning, that you always regulate yourſelf 
by Decency, by your Fortune, and above all by 
| Reaſon ; then your Dreſs will be in a be- 
coming Medium, neat without Affectation, 
agreeable without Profuſeneſs, and well adapt- 
ed without Effeminacy.— Be neither the firſt 
nor the laſt in the Faſhion, a too great Eager- 
neſs to ſubject ourſelves to every Faſhion, is 
ridiculous, and a too great Severity in oppo- 
ſing it, is Fantaſtical; avoid equally theſe Ex- 
tremes, and keeping yourſelf in an honeſt 
| Mein, let the World rather approve your 
| Modeſty, than condemn your Pride: Let them 
_ eſteem you rather for your perſonal Qualifica- | 
tions,. than your foreign Ornaments. In one 
Word, be more careful to embelliſh your 
Mind with good Qualities, than to dreſs your 
Body with gaudy Trappings, unreaſonable, 
or. unbecoming your F ortune, Profeſſion or 
Function. 
In Speaking or Wirten endeavour to 15. 
_ conciſe, that is, to expreſs a great deal in few 
Words, but how great a Facility ſoever you 
may be maſter of, to expreſs yourſelf. with 
Purity, Clearneſs and Strength, fail not ne- 


vertheleſs in Company to give others a patient 


and attentive Hearing, that 
Converſation. you may anſwer in a becoming 
Manner, and pleaſe, in order to 

xerſuade them; eſpecially remember, that a 
mixt Converſation is not a Monarchy State, 


where one alone has a Right to ſpeak and pre- 
fide . 


. 
P 11 . 
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- ſide; but rather a kind of Republick, where- 


ery Individual has a Right, in his Turn, to 


"Gale: and propoſe what he NY fitting. 


and reaſonable. 


Secrecy is the very Soul of an Intrigue, 
and commonly thereon depends the Succeſs, 


and the more important the De- 


ſign is, the more Care is to be Secrecy, 
taken not to diſcover it. Never 

betray another's Secret; and take heed, my 
Son, when you have form'd a Reſolution of 
any Conſequence, to keep your own; with- 


out this Precaution, you may fear it may 


N to you, as it often does to Mines, 
ich evaporate into Smoak, it chey have 
ever ſo little Vent. 


Fly Idleneſs, it is a Kind of Spiritual Pal- 


ſey, ſo much the more dangerous, as it rarely 


ends without producing ſome ill 


Effects. Man is born for Action, eats Þ 
he is under a Neceſſity of being 
always employ*d, and if not in that which is 
Good, he 1s almoſt infallibly carried to that 
| which is Bad; and Idleneſs has this in com- 


mon with ft: anding Waters, for as theſe com- 


monly produce Serpents, that commonly pro 


duces Vices. 

There are ſome People,” who are exceed» 
ingly preſſed to know the Affairs 
of others, whilſt they are regardleis Casi af 2 
of what nearer concerns them 


felves. This Wasen has always ſee em'd to. 
me os 


(56) 
me, mean and unworthy an honeſt Man; ta 
avoid this, my Son, conſider, that if the 
Perſon, of whoſe Concerns you would fo fully 
inform yourſelf, is indifferent to you, it can 
be little Satisfaction to you to know them; 
and if he is your Friend, why ſhould you en- 
deavour to penetrate, what his Silence ſhews 
you he would rather conceal from you? 
It is only for Kings to ſay, that he that 5 
knows not to diſſemble, is not fit to reign. 
Diſſimulation, if it ſhould be al- 
Diiſimula- low'd, ſometimes a Virtue in So- 
lien. vereigns, is always a Vice in Parti- 
culars; it is not, but there may be 
Reaſons, wherein Prudence is concern'd, in 
our not diſcovering all we know; but on ſuch 
Occaſions, conduct yourſelf, my.Son, with 
{uch a Sort of Reſerve, that what you do ſay; 
may not give Reaſon to impeach your Pru- 
dence,.and what you.do not ſay, give Suſpi picion 
of Diſguiſe, and double Meaning. 
If you fall into the Company-of Strangers, 
whom. you know nothing of, beware of the 
common Error, of judging of _ 
Not to judge the Merit of Perſons by their out: 
by outward ward Appearance, the richneſs 
Appearance. of their Cloaths, or the fineneſs of 
| their Diſcourſe, ſuch Things are 
very ſuſpicious ; and Experience ſhews us, that 
they. are not always Men of the moſt Honour, 
who: are the belt dreſs d, and that the honeſt: 
Man 
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Man is not always the moſt eloquent; on the 
contrary, a pompous Shew, is often a Kind of 


mute Eloquence, which impoſes: on the Heed- 
leſs, and a Facility and Fluency of Expreſſion 


is a kind of falſe ſpeaking Dreſs to inſnare the 
Ignorant. . Beware, on theſe. Occaſions, of 


any Prepoſſeſſion or Prejudiee ; impoſe a Law 
on your Judgment, to determine nothing but 
from a further Knowledge, and look deeper 


than the outſide, before you judge Well or 
Ill of any one. 


Flattery is to our Minds, what Poiſon is 


to our Bodies, only with this Dif- 
ference, that every one hates Pol- Flattery. 


F fon, and yet every one loves Flat- 


tery ; the Paſſion which every one has for it, 


is a Kind of-Leproſy,. which has infected the 


Whole Maſs of Mankind, from the Courtier 


to the Peaſant; it is found in the Cottages of 


Shepherds, as well as in the Courts of Princes; 


it reigns there indeed; with more Shew and 
Delicacy, than amongſt Inferiors; but this is 


only to produce Effects more hurtful and per- 


nicious, in Proportion to the Power of che 


Perſons on whom it is exerciſed. Proſperity 
is the Mother of. Flattery, as Intereſt 1s its 


only Object, and it is for this Reaſon, that 


there is ſo much more of. it wich Princes, than 
Subjects, who, be their Condition, neverthe- 


leſs What it will, are not without. The moſt 


miferable of. Mortals having, at leaſt, one 
| Flatterer 
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Flatterer which accompanies him through his 


whole Life, and who contracts ſo great an 


Intimacy with him, that inſenſibly he ſets up 
for Introductor of foreign Flatterers; you need 
not ſtudy the Name, my Son, of this inſe- 


parable Perſonage, PI! tell you, 


Self-Lave ris Se f-Love; *tis this, that takes 


Part in all our Miſconducts, that | | 


corrupts the Purity of our Judgments darkens 
our Underſtandings, and, finally, ſo much 
diſguiſes the Truth, that we can hardly know 
it from Falſhood, Take heed, my Son, that 


the Warning I am giving you, of the many 


Miſchiefs commonly wrought by this dome- 
tick Flatterer, cauſing you to diſtruſt him, 
and all others, may cover you from their At- 

tacks, and prevent your ſuffering yourſelf to be 
ſeduced by their poiſonous Sweets, which they | 
would inject into the very Blood-Veſſels © 
your Heart. A 
de Next" Article of Advice, my Sow. is 

equally delicate, important and difficult to 
treat of, on which I am defirous to 


Party. ſay fomet] ung, that I may not have 


to reproach my own Silence, on any 
Subject whatloever, which may conduce to 


your Inſtruction and Improvement. This 


reſpects the Manner, in which you ought to 

conduct yourſelf in thoſe difficult, trouble- 
ſome, and ſudden Occaſions, Which oblige 
2 to declare for a POE: ; a full Diſcuſſion 


(% 


of this Subj ect, would carry me a great 
Length, it -erv."h require a Volume much 
larger than what J intend you, and lead me 


wide of my main Deſign, which is to form 
you to an honeſt Man, rather than a Know- 


ing one. H It is ſufficient for this Purpoſe, that 
you obſerve two or three Rules which I ſhall 


give you, Occaſions of this Nature, are either 


General or Particular, and be they which they 
may, you will always do well not to mix in 


them, if you can avoid it. If it is poſſible 


be quiet yourſelf, at leaſt, tho· you cannot be 
fo happy as to contribute to the Quiet of 


others, and if it is not poſſible for you to re- 


main in this Neutrality, and that an indiſ- 
penſable Neceſſity engages your Choice, I 
wiſh, my Son, you may take this Council. 
If the Affair in. Queſtion be general, and the 
Intereſt of the King is concern'd therein, join 


yourſelf without Heſitation to thoſe who act 
for him; they preſerve the Rights of Gad 


Himſelf, who defend the lawful Authority of ; 


Kings, who are his Vicegerents; and the 
Holy Spirit ſo unites the Intereſts of thoſe who 
reign, with the Intereſt (if I may ſo ſpeak) of 


Him, by whom- Kings reign, that it aſſures 


us, that they who reſiſt the Power, reſiſt even 
God Himſelf. The Powers that be, are or- 
dained of God, ſays St. Paul, It 1s better to 


die for your Prince, than to reign by Uſurpa- 


tion in his Stead ,—Conſult your Duty on fuch 


Occaſions, 


Occaſions; before your particular Intereſt ; but 
as far-as may be, ſtudy to be quiet, and mind 
your own Bufineſs ; if the Affair in Queſtion 
be particular, before you declare yourſelf, 


4 


examine well, without Precipitation and Par- 
tiality, on which Side Juſtice lies, which you 


may pretty eaſily know, becauſe this will be, 


no doubt, the Side on - which the greateſt 
Number of Men of Honour, good Senſe and 


Probity, are engaged: The Writers on both 
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Sides, commonly endeavour to miſlead, and 


are a kind of Ignes Fatui, which it is not ſafe 


to follow,. ſome write becauſe they are, and 
ſome becauſe they want to be hired, Allow- 


ances muſt be made for Miſrepreſentations 
in both; the Mercenary, who writes for Pay, 
will cry- Peace, when there is no Peace, and 
the Prejudiced and Diſappointed will ſcatter 
Firebrands, Arrows and Death, diſtruſt them 

* equally ; let the honeſt, unprejudiced, inde- 


ce. 


pendant Men, be your Guide, and having 


joined yourſelf to that Side, to which you 
think that ſuch Men adhere; go no further 
with them, than they are govern'd by Mo- 
deration, fly, as from the Plague, from vio- 
lent Men, and violent Meaſures; think not 
that a private Man, may be a Diſturber of 
the publick Peace; never take Part in pub- 
lick Commotions, on the contrary, endea- 
vour all you can to allay Heats and Ani- 
moſities, to calm the turbulent Spirits, to 


„ mollify 


| 
: 
| 
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. mollity the Enraged, and to incling them tro 
« a Diſpoſition to prevent the Evils, infallibly 


« conſequent on ſuch Diviſions. I know, my 


Son, that you are not of Birth, or Con- 
_ & ſideration, to turn the Scale of a Party, but, 
« by Ged's Bleſſing upon your Studies, as the 
May to Honour lies open to all, you may be 
 *©& eminent in your Profeſſion, and then it will | 
be your Duty to do all you can, in your own 


“Sphere, for your King and Country, your 


Friends and Fellow Creatures; and tho? your 
Merit ſhould lie conceal'd in a private Sta- 


* tion, it may happen, even againſt your Will, 


* « you may be obliged to declare yourſelf; then | 
5 1 hope, what I have ſaid will not be unuſeful 
( to you, which I ſhall ſum up in very few | 
LA « Weg. Follow Peace with all Men, aud 


« Haine... 


One of the moſt ſenfible and 3 5 


Satisfactions we can enjoy in Life, is, without 
doubt, to be eſteem'd by all that | 
know us. It is this Eſteem, when Efteem. 


, reaſonably: eſtabliſh*d, which pro 


duces the three Sorts of Goods, which we 
| know in Civil Society, by the Names of Ho- 


neſt, Pleaſant and Uſeful ; the Eſteem of 


another, is a Good, not only /incere and plea- 
ant, but alſo profitable and uſeful, and many 


times leads to Advancement. Endeavour to 


gain the Eſteem of the Wiſe and Virtuous, 


by being ſuch; and whether you meet, or not, 
with. 
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with ſuch Preferment as you could wiſh and 
defire, be content with your Condition, (con- 
ſtining your Aims within the Bounds 
Content of Modeſty) this will make you 
ment, more beloved of God, as well as 
more eſteem'd of Men; endeavour 
to honour your Profeſſion, rather than to be 
honour'd thereby, and know, that the Vain- 
_ glorious are not ſeldom the Objects of Hatred 
and Contempt, rather than of IEſteem and 
Love. 
Be diſcreet 2 and ſincere in all your Words, 
: huoneſt and prudent in all your 
Sincerity, Actions, obliging and affable in all 
| your Behaviour; be not ready to 
miſinterpret what others ſay or do, at lealt, let 
.your Judgment of them be warranted by the | 
Voice and Suffrage of the Publick. 
Beware of being revengeful. — Vengeance 
15 pierces and wounds the Heart, in 
e which it reſides. The Cauſes of 
your Deſire of Revenge, are either 
juſt or unjuſt.— If they are unjuſt, you become 
fo, by defiring it, and if they are juſt, in ſeeking 
Vengeance, you ceaſe to be ſo, becauſe you in- 
vade the Prerogative of God, who faith, Ven- 
geance is mine I will repay, faith the Lord. 
To avoid Perjury, which is ſcandalous with 
| Men, and abominable with God. 
Perjury, Swear not at all, but let your Con- 
| verſation be yea, yea, and Nay, nay; 
MDT} 
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if you accuſtom yourſelf to ſpeak always 


the very Truth, the Confidence Men will 


_ repoſe in you, will render it unneceſſary for Z 
you, to enforce what you ſay with 
an Oath ; and common Swearing Swearing. 
is without Excuſe, becauſe with - 


out Temptation, an high Affront to God, as 


it leads to a Profanation of his Name, which: 
he has declared, he will not hold guiltle fs, 


There is nothing in the World more unwor- 


| thy, and yet nothing more com- 

mon, than Ingratitude, *tis the Iugratitude. 
general Opinion, as well as the 

general Complaint, and if all that complain 
were free, there would be no ſuch thing, becauſe 
all complain; it is the Offspring of Genero- 
fſity, but ſo degenerate an one, that it anfwers. 
| Not to any of the good Qualities of 1ts Mo- 
ther, becauſe it is no ſooner born, but it is 
nurſed and brought up by Avarice and Cow- 
ardice, Who by the infected Milk, wherewith- 


they nouriſh it, and the bad Leſſons they 


give it, corrupt all the good Inclinations one 
might expect from its Birth. Keep clear of 
it, my Son, let it not communicate to you 

the leaſt Degree of its Baſeneſs; the Ancients, 

by a pretty Fiction, have limited the Num- 
ber of the Graces to three, to teach us, that 
if one receives a Benefit of another, the third 
ſhould repay it: You may now moralize this. 
Concelt, that. 1 is to ſay, never fail of your 
| Acknow. 
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Acknowledgments for the Favours you re- 
ceive, and as often as poſſible, prevent thoſe 


of others, by the Favours your confer, _ 
If my Satisfaction is not indifferent to you, | 


and yon have any Regard to your own Re- 
poſe, take heed of being Surety for any one, 
jet the Reaſon or Occaſion be what it will, 


If your Friend has any Occaſion of you, ſerve 


him with your Purſe, and your 


85 etiſbip. Councils, and every thing that 


ou can, but reſerve your Is berty 
for yourſelf, without ever engaging hat for 


another.— If you would aid the Neceſſities of 


one you love, and you have the Means in your 


_ Hands of doing it, do it without Delay, and 1 


if you have it not, why ſhould you oblige 
yourſelf for a future Time, in which you may 
have leſs than you have now. Never engage 


your Faith for another, for fear you ſhould be 


obliged to diſengage it for yourſelf, *tis to 
throw your Eſtate to the Wind, to make it 
liable for another Man; ' tis to W at once 
the Loſs of your Money, your Peace, and your 
Friend. I content myſelf, my Son, to coun- 
cil, to exhort, and to intreat you, to the 
Obſervance of. all thoſe Things which J have 
already ſaid; but by. all the Power of a Fa- 
ther, by all the Authority which that Relation 
inveſts me with, I poſitively and peremptori- 
ly forbid you this. Be cautious how you 


contradict. this LammAnd, as you would not 


expoſe 
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- | expoſe yourſelf to the deſerved Puniſhment of 
Diſobedience. I am ſenfible this Reſtriction 
may ſeem harſh to many, it is nevertheleſs 
I taken out of that of the wiſeſt Man, and 
I greateſt King of his Time, in the 22d Chapter 
2 of his Divine Proverbs, Be not thou one of them 
DP that firike Hands, or of them that are Sureties 
for Debts; if thou haſt nothing to pay, why 

ſhould be 14e away thy Bed from under thee. 

I Ir is by this Sentiment of the wiſe Man, that 
I I preſume to juſtify the Severity, or perhaps 
I Inhumanity of mine, in having forbidden 
you all Sorts of Sureriſhip, with {0 much 


Rigour, 4 
1 You are for your Age, my "04 ſuffi. — 
ciently inſtructed in the Truths of our Holy: 1m 


Religion, for me to flatter myſelf, that you are 

: able to render a Reaſon of the Faith 
| AMeekneſs, that is in you, to all that ſhall re- 
|: quire it of you; do this on all Occa 
ſions, that preſent themſelves, according to the a 
Advice of St, Peter, with Meekneſs Py Fear ; 4 
but according to that of St. Paul, Avoid all -: 
needleſs Controverſies. They irritate rather than 

| perſuade, and the Deſire to overcome, or the 
_ Fear of being, carry the moſt moderate to 
ſad Extremities 3 by this Means Charity is 4 
almoſt always wounded, and the Truth fel- — 
dom clear'd up; inſomuch, that one may ſaxx | 
now of Controverſies, what CCC 0 
of Fables and Genealogies, which are with- 

| | | | Out 
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wit End; That they beget only vain and fooliſh 


DVeftions, rather than the Ed fcalion of God, 


Hie confiſts in Faith, This Faith is the 
Baſis of all Chriſtian Virtues, as Charity is 


the Perfection, and Hope the Crown; the 


firſt has only God for its Object, the laſt re- 


ſpects ourſelves, and Charity, which is placed 
between, comprehends what we owe to Cod, 
Ourſelves and our Neighbour. 


It is becaule Charity reaches us all the 
Virtues of the ſpiritual and ſocial Lite, that 
the Apoſtle St. Paul prefers it 


Charly. to the other two, when he ſays, 
Aud now abideth Faith, Hope, Cha- 


rity, theſe three; but the Greateſt of theſe 1s 


Charity, God is Love, and whoſo dwelleth in 


Love dwelleth in God, and God in him. All other 


Virtues bring us near to God, but this aſſi- 


mulates us to him, as it is one of his prin- 


cipal Attributes, and the inexhauſtable Foun- 


tain of his Good-will to Men, inſomnch, my ” 


Son, that whenever you are charitable, you 


imitate one of the moſt common, and yet 
moſt glorious Actions of God, who never 


fails to do good, even to the Unthankful 


and to the Evil, do you thus all the Good 


you can to all, but eſpecially to tboſe who 


are of the Houſhold of Faith ; and yet let 
not not this, which 15 tended only as a 
Preference 10 ſuch, ſhut up your Bowels, 
and cloſe Jour Hands to all others, who are 


not 
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not of the ſame Communion. All Men are 


your Brethren in God, as all Chriſtians, of 


whatever Communion, are in Chriſt, and this 


Relation ought to engage you to relieve 


their Neceſſities, to conſole their Afflictione, 
and to ſuccour their Diſtreſſes; and above all, 


let your Help be ready, conſiderable and 
affectual, according to your Power, and in Pro- 


portion to the Extremity and Greatneſs of their 


Neceſſity; this will be a ſure Means to draw 


down the Bleſſings of Heaven on your Soul, 


Body and Eftate; Mpoſo giveth to the Poor 
lendeth to the Lord, who will repay him again; 


but he that fhutteth his Ears to the Cry of the 
Poor, fhall cry himſelf and not be heard, ſays 


the wiſe Mans you ſee hereby, my Son, 
what are the genuine Fruits of Charity, But 


yet let it not be a Regard to Intereſt, that 


ihall excite Four Charity, the Virtue would 


loſe its Quality by ſuch a View, and you 
would in vain hope for the Reward, if you 


aim'd at a kind of 'Traffick or Commerce 


with God. — All the Chriſtian Virtues termi- 


nate, and are concentred in Charity, and 


| herewith I ſhall finiſh this Chapter, which 
contains all the Inſtructions I had to give 
you, concerning the Duties you owe to your- 

felf, after which I have only a Word or 
two to add, concerning the civil or focta! 
Duties. 7 


0; 
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Of your Duty io your Neighbour, | 
IIitherto, my Son, I have repreſented to 
you the Duty you owe to God, and to your- 
ſelf, For the Love of God, in whom we live 
and move, and have our Being; and that our 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, ought to 
have Reſpect to God, as to their Center; it is 
time now, that I ſet before your Eyes, what 
you owe to Men, to whom you are held by 
the Bands of civil Society, for verily you are 
not born for yourſelf alone, but for others, as 


they are again for you, in a Reciprocation of 
good Offices. Dens and F oreits are for wild 


Beaſts, and Cities for Men, who compoſe | 


Communities, and who, by common Intereſts, 
are knit together, the one to the other, in a 
commodioùs Intercourſe. The Love of So- 
litude is not natural to Man, and contradicts 
the Deſign of his Creator, who has not ſent 
him into the World, but for Society; and 
Reaſon, that noble Faculty, which ſets him 
ſo much above the Brute Creation, was not 
given him but to this End, —He is poſſeſs'd 
of certain Virtues, he ought to put them in 
Practice, which he cannot do, but with his 
like, and ſuch, with whom he is capable of 
living in Society and Commerce; it is in this 
Commerce, t that you ought to commix the 
Prudence of the Serpent, with the Innocence 
of the Dove. — You mult be Jutt and ſincere, 
and 


CO - 
and always have before your Eyes this firſt, 
and Golden Law of Nature, which I have al- 
ready cited, To do nothing to another, but that 
which you would be willing ſpould be done to 
yourſelf. This Law, my Son, is not only the 
Dictate of Nature, and receiv*d univerſally 
in all Nations, even thoſe that are out of the 
Covenant of Grace; but God Himſelf makes it 
a part of his Law, in commanding us, To love 
our Neighbour as ourſeſves, There is ſuch a 
Connection between that which we owe to 
ourſelves, and that which we owe to others; 
that in treating of the firit, I have ſcarce 
left myſelf any "thing further to ſay, upon the 
laſt; I ſhall, neverthel es, make you ſome few 
Remarks on this Subject, which may be 
neither uſcleſs nor unprofitable, | if you put 
them in Practice 

Mark well, my Son, that God does not 
only command you to love your Neighbour, 
but to love Him as N that 
is to ſay, with all the Sinccrity, Benovelence 
Heartineſs and Warmth, of 285 
which you are capable. This Obligation, as 

ou may ſee well, is of great Extent, but the 
We of God has gone much further for 
: He remits on our F Behalf. 1 Part of His 

own Rights, and after having 1equired our 
whole Aﬀection to Himſelf, He releaſes us 
of our Engagement, in "= Rte of one ano- 
ther, as to a Part of that which he had fo entire- 
. ly 


THY 

1y exafted. He ceaſes in this Reſpect, to be 
what he ſtiles Himſelt elſewhere, viz, A jealous 
Cod; and is willing through His Love to us, 
to ſhare our Love with our F ellow Creatures; 
and provided we love Him primarily, and 
above all, we are allowed, nay, we are required, 
to love one another; God will admit of this 
fort of Rivalſhip. This Goodneſs which is 
infinite, as the Eſſence from whence it pro- 
ceeds, hardly affects Men; for of the three 
Sorts of Affection, which the Law of God 

_ preſcribes, they little regard only that which 
relates to themſelves, and having none, nei- 
ther for God, nor their Bretbren, thro? the 
Exceſs of that which they have for themſelves, 
they are failing in that which they owe both 
to God and their Neighbour, which - renders 
them in this World Imitators of the Infernal 


Spirits, and will render them Companions of 


their Pains in the other; avoid, my Son, ſo 
fatal a Reſemblance, which you cannot but 
find eaſy, if you love others, as you defire 
they ſhould love you. — This is a Relative 
Duty, and you ought to addict yourſelf there- 
to, for the Advantages, as well as the Sweets 
of Life. He who "commands us to love, 
commands us to ſerve, eſteem, honour, and 
in one Word, to make all thoſe obliging Con- 
deſcenſions which the Heart never fails to 
| 2 for thoſe who are dear to us. My Son, 
ll Mankind ought, in a qu alificd Senſe, to be 
dear 
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dear to you 5 and he who lives next Door to 
you, is no more your Neighbour, by the 
| Rules of the Goſpel, than he who lives at the 
Extremity of the Kingdom. Be ready, there- 
fore, with your good Offices to all, and let 
no fair Occaſion flip you to ſerve any one z 
and to the Favours you confer, join an oblig- 
ing Manner of doing them, which greatly 
enhances the Obligation, ind however un- 
known a Perſon may be to you, who aſks 
a Favour of you, if you grant it not, do not 
add to the Diſappointment, your Refuſal may 
occaſion him, by any Rudenels of Expreſſion ; 
on the contrary, . rather mitigate his Concetin, 
by ſhewing that you have your Share, in not 
being able to ſatisfy him; this Behaviour will, 
not only acquire you the Eſteem, but the 
Love of every one, and eſpecially by adding; 
| hereto ſome other Rules, which are indiſpen- 
ſible, if you would acquit yourſelf of what 
you owe to others, which are compriſed in 
the following Articles. 

The great Ones, my Son, are to us, what 
lighted Candles are to the Moths, we cannot 
play about, that is, approach too 
near them, without being burned ; T 0 keep at 
there is nothing ſo enchanting as 2 Diſtance 
the pomp and gay Appearance from the 
of every thing about them, nor Great. 
fo fallacious as the Pegeantry 
and Splendor that ſurround them, take heed 
D-2-:- not 
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not to be dazzled therewith, my Son; and be 
their Elevation, either from Birth or Fortune, 


let their Virtue alone, and Perſonal Merit re- 


gulate your Veneration towards them. Inſtead 
of many Reaſons which might be given for 
this Advice, take theſe which follow : | 
Firſt, Remember that tho' among the 
Great there are thoſe, whoſe Inclinations and 
Behaviour anſwer perfectly to their Characters, 


yet that the Number is far greater, who dero- 


gate therefrom ; remember that moſt of them, 


have one Thing i in common with the Trees of 


the Foreſt, which afford ſometimes a Shade, 
but very ſeldom any Fruit, unleſs ſuch as the 
Apples of Sodom, which look tempting, to the 


Eye, but within are Sand, and Rottenneſs. 


Moſt great Ones decoy us in the ſame Man- 
ner, and engaging us by large Promiſes, and 


an exceſlive Civility, we ſuffer ourſelves often 
to be amuſed, without being able to un- 


deceive ourſelves ; but by ſad Experience we 


are taught in our Diſtreſſes, how little Reaſon 
we had to Repoſe ſo much Confidence, in 


the Hopes they gave us of their Har 
Succours. 
On the contrary, end this is what 


_ ought well to weigh) tho? you ſhould be D 


fortunate, as to ingratiate yourſelf with any 
great Man, which you ſhall ſcarce ever do, un- 
leſs his own proper Intereſt engage him to you z 


you will ſoon find, that his Friendſhip has not 


only 
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only the falſe Luſtre of Glaſs, but the Frag li- 
ty 8 Commonly the {lighteſt Fault effaces 
the Memory of the moſt conſiderable Services; 
wherefore, if you will take my Opinion, you 
ſhould never approach ſuch, but when an in- 
diſpenſable Duty obliges you thereto, 
Have Reſpect to your Superiors, 

Deference for your Equals, and Carriage. 
Courteouſneſs for your Interiors, 

Never ſpeak ill of any one, and leſs abſent 
than preſent, There 1s nothing: 
more unworthy a Man of Ho- Evi/-ſpeat- 
nour, very far from keeping 7g. 

Peace with others, which ought 


to be a Man's principal Aim in Society, you 


ſhall ſoon be embroiPd with all the World. 


If any one, with whom you converſe, has any 
| Pefects, which you particularly know, in- 


ſtead of publiſhing them, endeavour to tor get 
them yourſelf, after having uſed 
all your friendly Efforts to cure Admenition, 
him, One of the principal Ser- 
vices which we owe to our Neighbour, is to 

make him ſenſible of his Faults, and who does 


not this under the Viſage of a Friend, has the 


Heart of an Enemy, or at leaſt of one much 
too indifferent for a Friend; this muſt, how- 


ever, be done with ſome Method, if you. 
would ſucceed therein. Correction 1s a kind 
Of Medicine, which one makes We or'to CU ure. 


the Mind of any Malady, 1 wherewith: it s 
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affected; and it is neceſſary, on theſe Occa- 
ſions, to make uſe of like Artifice with the 
Phyſicians, who temper the natural Bitter of 


the Medicine with a foreign Sweet. Pru- 


dence, and the Knowledge of the Temper of 
the Perſon, whom you adviſe, ought to regu- 


late you in ſo doing, if you would not that 


all the Effect of the Remonſtrance be limited 
by the Pretext, which your Liberty may fur- 
niſh him, to look upon you with Diſguſt, 
irritating, inſtead of profiting him. 


You will become an Object of Redicule, if 
you ſhould yourſelf be addicted to the ſame | 
Vice, which you reprove in others, 


| Cenſuring. and will paſs rather for an im- 


prudent Cenſurer, than a ſincere 


Friend, 7. hou, that ſayeſt a Man ſhould not 
commit Adultery: ; Doſt thou commit Adultery ? 
Thou, that abhorreſt Idols; Doſt thou commit 


 Sacriledge ? Firſt caſt out the Beam that is in 


thine own Eye, and then ſhalt thou fee clearly, 


to pull out the Mole that is in thy Brother's 


ye. — Luke vi. 12, 
Avoid the Meanneſs of thoſe. who delight 
themſelves in Tale-bearing, and 
Tale-bearing, give not Far to Tale-bearers ; 


if you are ſuch an one, you give 


" Occaſion to your Neighbour to break with 
you; and if you give Ear to ſuch, you ſeek 
Occa ſion to break w ach him. 


Neven 
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Never be exceſſive in the Praiſes of any one 


you ſpeak of, at leaft not to his Face, how 


Praiſe-worthy ſocver; you may 


paſs for a Flatterer, even with Aauulation. 


him, and the Profuſion of your 
Encomiums, may render them ſuſpected of 
being employed rather to ſhew the Fineneſs 
of your Wit, than the Greatneſs of his Merit. 


Complaiſance and Civility is the very Soul 
of Society, the Man who is devoid of it is 


diſagrecable to all the World; 


whilſt on the contrary, he who Complaiſance. 


makes utc of it with Addrets, 
may boldly promiſe himfelf, to pleaſe all his 


Acquaintance Reaſon, nevertheleſs, mult re. 


gulate your Complaitance that you avoid 
Baſcneſ: and Cringing, which carried too far, 
is little leſs than a Crime. Self- conceit is not 
only an Enemy to Complai- 
ſance, but to good Senſe; it Good breeding, 
is impoſſible that a Self-con- 
ceited Perſon, can abate any thing in favour of 
others, and by that Means Pech trouble- 


ſome to all, and at length, inſupportable to 


himſelf; endeavour to be complaiſant with 
Prudence, and firm 1 in your Sentiments with 
Juſtice. 55 

Never make a Teſt of any one, if you would: 
not expoſe yourſelf to the Jeſts of others in 


your Tun, and to the Enmity of thoſe you 
1:0 
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feſt upon; it is not but that a genteel Raillery, 


(which mult as ſuch, be quite inoffenſſive) is 


the Life of Converſation ; 3 but fre- 


Raillery. quently the ill Uſe that is made of 


it, produces Diſtates, which kill the 
fulleſt grown Friendſhips, and you will rarely 
ſee, that a Series of Repartee and Raillery, 
ſhall go on long, without ſome ſharp and 
ſtinging Expreſſions from the Parties. 


Never defer to another Time, when you 


can do it immediately, to give 


Odenneſs in Satisfaction to any one, who de- 


Dealings. mands it of you, in reſpect to 


what you have negociated with 


him, —Regulate your Accounts often with 
him, if you would preſerve 


Settling Ac- his Friendſhip, and avoid ma- 


counts often, ny Difficulties, whence ariſe 
Diſputes and Law Suits, 


Be punctual with all, and in every thing 
you ny EN articularly ! in the Payment 2 


your Debts; there 1s nothing 
Payment of more unworthy a Man of Ho- 
Debts. nour, than to be ſollicited there- 
to; and take your Meaſures ſo 
well, that the Sight ot your Creditors may 


never be troubleſome to you; be always rather 


in a Condition to call upon them to receive 
their Due, than to be called upon by them. — 
Never exact With too much Rigour, what is 


Ok 
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your Due; a too ſevere Exaction, which 


knows no Pity, is not only contrary to the 
Spirit of Chriſt's Religion, but alſo to that 


Conſideration, which, as Men, (not to ſay 


Chriſtians) we ought. to have for one ano- 
er”: 
Remember always, that what you have 
promiſed to another, is become a Debt to 
him; Care ſhould be taken in contracting 
ſuch Debts; but then, they muſt 


be faithfully diſcharged, that Promiſes to 


your Neighbour*s Confidence in be Kept. 
you be not abuſed, nor his juſt 


Expectations fruſtrated, nor Gd Himſelf 
mock*d, who, whether cal}? d upon as a Wit- 
neſs or no, is, nevertheleſs, by His Omni- 


| preſence and Omnilcience, a Party to the 
Engagement. 


What bodily Deformity any one may have, 


take heed, my Son, never to make 1t a Sub- 


ject of your Raillery and Redi- 


cule, on the contrary, let it put Not to Re- 


you in mind to give great Thanks dicule the 
to God, who has more highly fa- Deformed. 

vour'd you, *tis of His Bounty 
alone, that you poſſeſs greater Advantages of 
Mind and Body; and F you have received 
them, why ſhould you glory, as if you had. 
not received them? Aud to whomſoever much 
is given, of him will the more be required. The 
Superiority you ſeem to have over a Perſon, 
any 
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any way defective, or deform'd, engages not 7 


only, as was faid, your moſt grateful Re- 


turns to God, but alſo your tendereſt Conſidera- 


tion of a Fellow: Creature, in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, who is your Brother in God and Chriſt, 
and formed, as to his Soul, after the Image of 
God, and one for whom alſo Chriſt died; diſ- 
charge therefore both theſe Obligations. 
Another Sort of Neighbour is your Do- 
meſtick; never imagine yourſelf exempt from 


any of the general ſocial Duties towards ſuch 
an one, —He owes you his Service, on certain 


15 Conditions, by which he has 
Behaviour to engaged himſelf; but you, by a 
Servants, | | ſuperior Obligation, beſides the 


Mages you have bound your- _ 
ſelf to pay him, owe him many things, which 
you cannot with-hold without Injuſtice, I do 


not mean barely his Maintenance, I intend 


as well, that Mildneſs and Gentleneſs, Which 
tempering and mitigating the Irkſomneſs of 


Servitude, may move him to ſerve you with 
Chearfulneſs; to this End, my Son, compre- 


hend the Rights, which the Quality of Maſter 
gives you, within the Bounds which Chriſti- 


anity preſcribes, that is to ſay, Conſider him, 


as was faid under the laſt Head of Advice, as 
your Brother in God, behave to him as ſuch, 
and doubt not, but how ſtupid ſoever he be, 


duch a Conduct will awake his Inſenſibility.— | 


Forbear 
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Forbear threatning, as St. Paul adviſes, Eph, 


vi. 9. and more eſpecially Blows ; and when 


he ſhall give you, even juſt Cauſe of Anger 


ſtifle the Motions thereby excited, that you 
may give him Reaſon, rather to ſpeak well of 
your Moderation, than to complain of your 


Rigour, — Seneca ſays, That to oblige our Ser- 


vants to devote themſelves entirely to us, we 


muſt live with them in ſome Degree of Fami- 
liarity and Sweetneſs , mare Trial of this Ad- 


vice, and if your Servants do not thereby 


acquit themſelves, in ſuch Manner as they 


ought, after having done your Duty, put 


them away gently. 


I don't 27 my Son, but ! may, poſſi- 


bly, omit ſome Article of Duty to your 


Neighbour, but even tho? I ſhould, I may 
fatisfy myſelf, in the Hopes, thac if you 
conform to all that I have already faid, there 


will remain little Cauſe for this Neighbour 
to complain of you; I ſhall now, that you 
may have none to complain of me, before 
J finiſh theſe Inſtructione, which I collected 
for your Conduct in Life, advertiſe you that 
there is nothing will conduce more to a 
ſtrict and conſcientious Diſcharge of the 
forgoing Duties, than a fre- = 
quent. end ſerious Meditation Meditations 
upon Death. I confeſs, my Son, pan Death, 
that of all Things e that 


is the molt terrible, and 15 rather apt to precipi- 


tate 
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tate us into Deſpair, than into a Love. of Vir- 
tue and Piety, if we look upon it only with 
the Eye of Fleſh, cloathed in that black 
Dreſs, with which the Tranſgreſſion of our 


firſt Parents inveſted it, to deſtroy their Po- 


ſterity, and the Holy Spirit of God has {tiled 
it, The King of Terrors ; but to thoſe, who 


look upon it with the Eye of Faith, it has a 


quite different Aſpect, nothing dreadful : 


This Divine Faith, the Proper Paſtport of 


Chriſtians, ſhews them this King of Terrors 
vanquiſh'd and diſarm'd by "the ſecond 
Adam, and commiſſion'd by Him, as a wel- 


come Meſſenger of Releaſe, to open the 


Priſon Doors, wherein they lie bound on 


Earth, and to introduce them into the glorious | 
Liberty of the Sons of God. —Irt is true, that 


in our preſent imperfect State, it is very diffi- 


cult, even to the ſtrongeſt Faith, to reſiſt. 


the firſt Motions of Fear, which the Thoughts 
of Death excite, even in the moſt Regenc- 
rate; but when once you have overcome this 


Weakneſs, ſo as to habituate yourſelf wo | 


theſe Thoughts, they will furniſh * 
abundant Matter of Joy and Confolatiah'z 
they will become caſy 20 familiar, and in- 


ſtead of corrupt and vicious Inclinations of 
carnal Extraction, they will inſpire vou with 


Virtues, which ſhall evince, as well as pro- 
ceed from, Your Spiritual Regeneration, 


Take: 
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Take heed, my Son, not to put away to 
3 Time, as Felix did St. Paul, theſe 
Meditations, on Account of your Youth, or 
Fulneſs of Health, or want of Leiſure, or any 
other Pretence : But eſpecially as to your 
Youth ; Remember that a Glaſs but juſt now 
made, is not leſs Brittle, than one which 
came long fince out of the Maker's Hands. 
An entirely new built Ship may as well ſuffer | 
_ Shipwreck, as an old one; and how know 
you, but the ſame Moment, in which you 
put back the Thoughts of Death, may be 
that which God has fix'd for the End of your 
Life. — Since Sin has diſorder'd the Clock- 
Work of our Life, the Voice of God can every 
Moment call us to Judgment; this Thing, 
therefore, being of ſuch vaſt Importance, : 
and of ſuch infinite Uncertainty, it behoves 
us to be always ready, and on our Guard,— 


Let your Loins be girded about, 


and your Lights burning, and be Luke «ik 
lite a Man who waits for his 35, 36. 
Lord. Watch and pray, for you 


know not at what Hour the Lord Hall come. 


Repent, at leaſt one Day, (according to the 
Rabbins) before you die; and ſince there is 
not a Day of your Life, but may be the Day 

of your Death, let no one paſs, without a 

| ſerious Recollection of, and ſolemn Repentance 

for the Sins of it, and for all your paſt Sins, as 

5 far as you can call them to Remembrance; 
* 85 bve | 
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hve then, my Son, as you would wiſh to 


have lived, if you was juſt now falling into 
the Arms of Death, Soberly, Righteouſly and 
Godly : This has not only Reference to the 
three Benedictions, I implored at the Begin- 
ning of this Work, upon your Soul, Perſon 
and Concerns; but will alſo be an evident 
Proof, that you have well acquitted yourſelf, 


of the three great Duties, which J have pre- 


ſcrib'd you, ſince you cannot live religiouſly. 
and godly, without rendering to God a ſuit- 
able Worſhip and Service; nor juſtly, without 


rendering to your F ellow-Creatures what 1s 
due to them; nor ſoberly, without rendering 


to yourſelf, what you owe yourſelf, ——= 
A conſtant Senſe of thele Things, will 
e prepare and diſpoſe your Mind for a de- 
vout and frequent Participation of the 


WVTord's Supper, wherein Chriſt 


of the Lord's js ſet forth crucified for us, 


. and his Body and Blood ex- 


© hibited to us, under the 


wn Types of Bread and Wine; by eating and 
drinking of which, we ſpiritually eat the 
<« Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink his Blood, and by 
this ſpiritual Food, our Souls are preſerved 
„ unto Eternal Life; we muſt approach the 
Lord's Table with Humility and Lowilineſs, 
& a ſincere and hearty Repentance, fix'd Re- 

e ſolutions of Amendment, a ftrong and 
. Pr Faith, univerſal Charity, and an 
7 1 * unteigned 
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& unfeigned Thankſgiving: Then we we need ; 
not fear but the Merits and Benefits of 
Cbriſt's Death, will be applied to us, we 


. ce 
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* ſhall feel a new Life and Vigour ſpringing 
into us; and we ſhall un the ay of Gods 


* 


“ pare you for this, and this will diſpoſe 


and incline you to them, and all together, 


„ lead you to everlaſting Life.” May the 


1 God of all Grace incline and influence you, 
by His Holy and Bleffed Spirit, to fill up 


he noble Character of a good Chriſtian, a 


_ worthy Member of the Community, and a 


truly honeſt Man, like another for 
his own Glory, the Salvation of your own 
Soul, and your Neighbour® s Good to Tal. 


cation. 


If my Affection to you, my Son, had been 
leſs 3 I might have contented my- 


ſelf, to have deliver'd you my Thoughts * 


Word of Mouth, as to what 


1 judged neceſſary, for the The Conclufon, 
Conduct of your Life and 


Manners, and in ſo doing, I might have diſ- 
3 the Duty of a good Father; but I 


had not then fo fully ſatisfied the Tenderneſs 
J have for you, either in Degree or Extent 5 
E 2 9 = 


Commandments with Delight and Pleaſure ; 
„„ this will have an Influence on all your 
„Actions, and all that I have preſcribed | 
& you, will become eaſy and habitual ; the 
Performance of theſe Directions, will pre- 
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tit was this which induced me to collect theſe 
Inſtructions, which, in the Beginning, I never 
imagined would have led me on thus far; 


but the Variety and Copiouſneſs of the Sub- 
jects, I have found myſelf obliged to treat of, 
have neceſſarily carried me to a Length I did 
not foreſee. Eſteem this, my Son, as a ſenſible 
Proof of my Affection, and if it may have 
happen'd to me, to have been carried, in 


ſome Parts of this Diſcourſe, above the or- 


dinary Lights of thoſe of my Profeſſion, im- 
pute it, but to an extraordinary Affection to- 


wards you, like to that, which on a ſudden, 


and at once, looſen'd the Tongue of the Son 
of the King of Lydia, who being born Dumb, 
began not to ſpeak, but to cry out to a Sol- 
dier, who had his Arm lifted up, to bury his 
Poniard in his Father's Breaſt, and fo di- 
verted his malicious Purpoſe, — I ſee you | 
going out into the World, my Son, and 


_ fearing for you dangerous Enemies, Enemies 
which can kill the Soul, your Luſts and 
Paſſions ; the Devil too, who goes about like a 


_ roaring Lion, ſeeking whom to devour; and his 
Agents ready to ſeduce you by Temptation, 


or Example, whom you muſt not follow, nor be 


led by; fearing, I fay, for you, Enemies fo 


terrible and ſo near, I have been undoubtedly 


carried above my own natural Strength, to 
endeavour to parry their lifted Poniards, and 


The 


0 


* 5 


PNFmmw ͥ (mr.. mr ũ ꝛ̃ͥmm OY. ER ST. I ID ant. 


5 
, 


The Exceſs of my Love, my Son, has this 


* 
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Day, you ſee, wrought in your Father the 


ſame Effect, which that juſt mention'd, of the 


Son of Cræſus, wrought in him for his Fa- 


ther; and Cod grant, that anſwering to my 
Hopes and Wiſhes, by your living up to 


theſe Documents, I may have the Joy of 
having twice given you Life, at firſt a Na- 
tural, and now a Spiritual, in ſaving you 


from the Enemies of your Soul, by my 
Voice, which cries to you, and parries their 
Attacks, if you give good heed to her Warn- 
ings z they concern your Felicity in Heaven, 
and your Repoſe on Earth; they concern the 
Comfort of your Father, whoſe Bowels yearn 
towards you, and who is as well aſſured of 
your filial Love; let theſe, not inconſiderable 
Motives, engage you to the ſerious and very 
frequent reading of this little Book, his La- 
Jour of Love, theſe ſalutary Advices, which 
I have drawn from that pure Fountain, he 
Word of God, alone ſufficient to teach us 
1 what we ought to believe and do, — You 
know you muſt, as to your worldly Eſtate, 


plow out your own Fortune, ſo that you have 


nothing to expect from me, of greater Value, 

than what I here preſent you, accompanied 
with my Bleſſing. May God preſerve and 
keep my Son; may God proſper your 
Studies, and pour down all good Things upon 
you; and in whatſoever you do, or wherever 


you 
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you go, may the ſame Angel of Cod, which 
accompanied the Patriarch Jacob, guide and 


conduct your Steps, that you hurt not your 


Foot againſt a Stone ; and above all, may 


the Fear of God be your Star, to direct all 


your Motions, and the Center of all your 
Actions, and the immediate Object of your 


Thoughts and Meditation, and thus will you 
redouble my Joy in, and Affection to you; and 


I ſhall have the Conſolation, to be able to ſay 
to God, in my Prayers and Addreſſes for you, 


Bebold, here I am, Lars, and the Child which 


bor va For me. 
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p- ©, l. 1, for you Sour, r. your Soul. p. 11, 1. 19, 
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